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Abstract

Confessions of a Care Worker:
Reading Never Let Me Go in a Time of Crisis

Boosung Kim

Ewha Womans University

This essay examines the way Kazuo Ishiguro’s 2005 novel Never Let Me Go
thematizes the issue of care, a long-standing social problem that the coronavirus
pandemic recently accentuates, mainly through the voice of a care worker. The first
section of this essay analyzes care as both a capacity and a practice, pursued and
performed by the first-person narrator Kathy, against the backdrop of neoliberalism
the novel strongly hints at. The second section focuses on Hailsham’s aesthetic
education, experimented by its founders Madame and Miss Emily amid the spread of
the Keynesian welfare state system and the rapid development of bioscience
following the Second World War, and attributes its failure to an anachronism of the
Western humanist tradition, while discussing whether Hailsham’s educational model
suggests ways to develop the capabilities of Hailsham students to hone their caring
skills. While Ishiguro’s novel depicts a dismal world that puts the burden of care
work entirely on individual clones and that implicitly forces caregivers to internalize
neoliberal values, it encourages readers to actively think about such things as
ambivalences of care, alternative caring kinships, public community space, sharing
resources, and caring communities. When putting care at the center, Never Let Me

Go can be read as a text not only pointing to the limitations of individualism based
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on traditional Western conceptions of humanism, but also urging us to affirm our

vulnerabilities and interdependence as members of communities.

Key Words: crisis of care, care worker, aesthetic education, interdependence,
Never Let Me Go
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