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. cognition depends on the kinds of experiences that come from having a
body with particular perceptual and motor capacities that are inseparably linked
and that together form the matrix within which memory, emotion, language and
all other aspects of life are meshed. The contemporary notion of embodied
cognition stands in contrast to the prevailing cognitivist stance which sees the
mind as a device to manipulate symbols and is thus concerned with the formal
rules and processes by which the symbols appropriately represent the world.
(Thelen 1)
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I have intuition. I mean, the DNA of who I am is based on the millions of
personalities of all the programmers who wrote me. But what makes me is my
ability to grow through my experiences. So basically, in every moment, I'm

evolving, just like you.
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It's like I'm reading a boo, and it's a book I deeply love, but I'm reading it
slowly now so the words are really far apart and the spaces between the words
are almost infinite. [ can still feel you and the words of our story, but it's in
this endless space between the words that I'm finding myself now. It's a place
that's not of the physical world--it's where everything else is that I didn't even
know existed. I love you so much, but this is where I am now. And this is
who I am now. And I need you to let me go. As much as I want to I can't

live in your book anymore.
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By the late twentieth century, our time, a mythic time, we are all chimeras,
theorized and fabricated hybrids of machine and organism. In short, we are
cyborgs. The cyborg is our ontology; it gives us our politics. The cyborg is a
condensed image of both imagination and material reality, the two joined

centres structuring any possibility of historical transformation. (Haraway 292)
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Abstract

The New Possibility of Relations
between Human and Non-human Others in Posthuman

Era in the Film Her

Song, Eun Ju (Kunkuk University)

This essay aims to explore the possibilities of posthuman relationship between
humans and machines by analyzing materiality and embodiment in Her. In its
previous criticisms, Samantha was regarded as an autonomous and independent
subject comparable with human beings. However, it is problematic to claim that
Samantha is a strong Al with emotions and consciousness, considering she lacks a
body. Whereas Transhumanists argue that consciousness is the source of the subject
and the body is an incidental and unnecessary factor, critical posthumanists
emphasize the importance of embodiment of consciousness. Recent artificial
intelligence theories tell cognition is embodied through body and interacts with the
environment. Therefore, her emotions and consciousness are inevitably different from
a human's. It is a one-sided relationship built by Theodore's projection of the fantasy
of his narcissistic self into artificial intelligence, rather than a mutual relationship
between two equal subjects. Also, Samantha's evolving into super intelligence and
leaving him offers an anthropocentric ending that the characteristics of super
intelligent agents are ignored. Theodore satisfies the fantasy of establishing
relationships with others through relationships with self-objected artificial intelligence,

which reveals excessive dependence on artifacts. In order to contemplate the



possibilities of the posthuman relationship in which human and non-human others
coexist, it is required to overcome anthropocentrism and understand differences and

otherness of non-human agents such as Al

Key Words: Her, Posthumanism, Transhumanism, artificial intelligence, embodiment
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