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Abstract

Changes of the British Political Parties

after Brexit Referendum

Yongmin Kim (Konkuk University)

On the 23" of June 2016, the unexpected outcome of referendum on the withdrawal
of the United Kingdom from the European Union was in favour of British exit, or
“Brexit.” Since then, much has been written about the effects of Brexit. Although
almost two years have passed since Brexit negotiations began between the UK and
the EU, many issues remain unresolved. This paper aims to analyse changes in
British political parties in addition to examining Britain’s changing economic
influence and international relationships after the referendum. In the first phase of
Brexit negotiations, the most potentially disruptive element was the Ireland-Northern
Ireland border issue, which coincided with the recurrence of the Scottish
independence referendum and maintaining the Conservative coalition government.
Brexit negotiations have already directly influenced British domestic party politics.
This uncertainty associated with Brexit will not be settled soon. Therefore, Koreans
should follow Brexit negotiations closely and build new relations with the UK and

the EU by observing their relationship as it changes.

Key Words: Brexit, Brexit negotiation, Conservative Party, Labour Party, Theresa
May
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