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Abstract

The Wordplay in Old English Poetry:
Focusing on Riddle 25

Dongill Lee (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

The Old English Riddle is based on a duality of meanings formed in vocabulary and
context, and plays a highly advanced strategy to amplify the interest of the reader and
to lead to misjudgment. The author's intention is to induce the reader to choose the
wrong answer in estimating the correct answer required in the riddle. The riddler

provides his audience with descriptions which are equally appropriate to several items
and through his intentionally ambiguous phrases, he causes the audience to be misled.

In the process of deducing the correct answer required in the riddle, the author
attracts reader to estimate several objects. In order to obscure the reader's judgment,
the poet introduces various techniques, and what stands out is to use vocabulary and
depiction with double meanings, double entendre.

The dual meaning, as seen in the Riddle 25 is found in a series of vocabulary and
descriptions that can simultaneously imply penis and onion. In the Riddle 25 the
questionable task of a rural virgin with a questionable object can be interpreted as a
frivolous act directed at the penis, and at the same time an onion refinement that
must endure a bad smell. The reader thus experiences the confusion of judgment by

the intended manipulation of the author.

Key Words: Old English Riddle 25, double entendre, onion, author's intention,

gemot
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