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ArEEo] Yot M=ol dis) Aol Aohs @7l S8 oM fUEY
oju, o] =& A&E s T JUTH S FAE opch o] AE2 AZF
7h R AEY 7IEEE O A= oEARE oM 7S
Qlo] & 1el9] o]2&o|1 FFEQ 9= il Aol 34 & Sl
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FOId A7} T AoR71E Bl Ho| gl e A Hits W, 1
ol Wl oh7k £51E Wi, 1 Holl 2AA A7 E9tE W 284 =2

Would I bring her back to life if I could do it? I would not. If a word would
do it, I would beg for strength to withhold the word. And I would have the
strength; [ am sure of it. In her loss I am almost bankrupt, and my life is a
bitterness, but I am content: for she has been enriched with the most precious
of all gifts — that gift which makes all other gifts mean and poor — death. I
have never wanted any released friend of mine restored to life since I reached
manhood. I felt in this way when Susy passed away; and later my wife, and

later Mr. Rogers. (491)

NEgeR e ooz AMY He St 22 HgA, Aol 22

A AWE S PO B HeET Ik T I 532 WFoRH ¥
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You can’t expect us to amount to anything in heaven, and we don’'t—now that
is the simple fact, and we have got to do the best we can with it. The learned
men from other planets and other systems come here and hang around a while,
when they are touring around the Kingdom, and then go back to their own
section of heaven and write a book of travels, and they give America about
five lines in it. And what do they say about us? They say this wilderness is
populated with a scattering few hundred thousand billions of red angels, with
now and then a curiously complected diseased one. You see, they think we
whites and the occasional nigger are Injuns that have been bleached out or
blackened by some leprous disease or other—for some peculiarly rascally sin,

mind you. (174-75) (original italics)

oI 9L M) R} ABIE Z vl Mol A EFAS Bl
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EQIQ1e Yo vlo] Aele] ol wHAQ Zshe Axsha R &
ol {340 %01 ssich 194P] a5} 2047] 2 UHLOI GEA olF 4

=Y, AL 5 £ 4 %EH%—J} A A *1]71101] 27 FE AY WS el
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K (01553 248) Hhoh T AT AL BH] S
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o Wk 87, 12T Al £ S U, o9l G A, 5
223 opolei RA-olAE0] el B Ak

““.-Sun, and sky, and breeze, and solitary walks, and summer holidays, and the
greenness of fields, and the delicious juices of meats and fish, and society, ...
and candle-light and fireside conversations, and innocent vanities, and jests, and

irony itself,—do these things go out with life?”” (141)
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A] F5 ofFA] Z3 AFREEO| IAE £ 91 Yo} ZHE Hf#(Richard
Duffer)= SR £419] 2] 7HA] £, £85] 7R3t AREEE 3ot W1E
Zth 29tk o]F HEE Y ARELS OE QAsiaL BidRIA]eL M=ol Rk
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(177).
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“.-Sandy, which is the highest rank, patriarch or prophet?”

“Oh, the prophets hold over the patriarchs. The newest prophet, even, is of a
sight more consequence than the oldest patriarch. Yes, sir, Adam himself has to
walk behind Shakespeare.”

“Was Shakespeare a prophet?”

“Of course he was; and so was Homer, and heaps more. But Shakespeare and
the rest have to walk behind a common tailor from Tennessee, by the name of
Billings; and behind a horse-doctor named Sakka, from Afghanistan. Jeremiah,
and Billings and Buddha walk together, side by side, right behind a crowd
from planets not in our astronomy; next come a dozen or two from Jupiter and
other worlds; next come Daniel, and Sakka and Confucius; next a lot from
systems outside of ours; next come Ezekiel, and Mahomet, Zoroaster, and a
knife-grinder from ancient Egypt; then there is a long string, and after them,
away down toward the bottom, come Shakespeare and Homer, and a shoemaker

named Marais, from the back settlements of France.” (170)
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Abstract

Criticisms of 19th Century America
in Mark Twain’s ‘Heaven’

Dong Hyun Ahn (Seoul Theological University)

Mark Twain’s Captain Stormfield’s Visit to Heaven serves two functions: consoling
its readers on the one hand and, on the other, delivering social criticism through its
discourse on heaven. The novel was written as a burlesque of Elizabeth Phelps’s The
Gates Ajar, a prominent example of “consolation literature” and a bestseller at the
time. Unlike conventional ideas of heaven based on traditional Christianity, Phelps
includes secular joys of this world in his portrayal of heaven, which consoled its
readers suffering from the pain of loss. Twain, on the other hand, refuses to use the
concept of heaven as a tool for consolation but instead offers comfort in a different
way by remaining dignified and accepting death as an inevitable part of life. Twain
also criticizes Phelps’s narrow portrayal of heaven and expands it to a cosmic size
and fills it with various ethnicities and religions. In this way, Twain satirizes white
supremacy racism and American imperialism. While Phelps depicts heaven as a place
where the joys of this world are continued, Twain’s heaven is a space in which the
poor or the unlucky, having lived miserable lives on earth, are able to fulfill their
potential. This sort of depiction of heaven can be considered to be Twain’s indirect

criticism of America’s racism and class inequality.

Key Words: Heaven, burlesque, white supremacy racism, The Gates Ajar,

Captain Stormfield’s Visit to Heaven
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