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You Hailsham students, even after you’ve been out in the world like this, you
still don’t know the half of it. All around the country, at this very moment,
there are students being reared in deplorable conditions you Hailsham students

could hardly imagine. And now we’re no more, things will only get worse.
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And I can still see it now, the shudder she seemed to be suppressing, the real
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dread that one of us would accidentally brush against her. [...] Madame was
afraid of us. But she was afraid of us in the same way someome might be

afraid of spiders. (35 emphasis original)
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Suddenly you’re a carer. You spend hour after hour, on your own, driving
across the country, centre to centre, hospital to hospital, sleeping in overnights,
no one to talk to about your worries, no one to have a laugh with. ... You're
always in a rush, or else you’re too exhausted to have a proper conversation.
Soon enough, the long hours, the travelling, the broken sleep have all crept into
your being and become part of you, so everyone can see it, in your posture,

your gaze, the way you move and walk. (208)
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is really so important? The donors will all donate, just the same, and then
they'll complete. - Of course it's important. A good carer makes a big

It's important there are good carers. And I'm a good carer. - But is it really
that important? Okay, it's really nice to have a good carer. But in the end, it

difference to what a donor's life's actually like. (282)
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Abstract

Beyond Bio-politics: Posthuman Zoe-ethics in Kazuo
Ishiguro’s MNever Let Me Go

Sung, Junghye

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This study secks to explore the relationships between humans and non-humans,
specifically clones, in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go as well as the posthuman
ethical stance in the text. To understand how life has been considered through human
history and how life is depicted in the story, this study first discusses Michel
Foucault and Giorgio Agamben’s theoretical interpretations on bio-power or
bio-politics. Foucault analyzed how bio-power has been employed to distinguish,
discriminate, exploit and even kill the under-privileged such as slaves, immigrants
and the poor in modern society. Agamben pushed Foucault’s interpretation further
and he described bio-politics’ violence and inhumane treatment of human beings. The
novel reveals the ways in which the mechanism of modern bio-politics works in
order to rationalize the discrimination against clones. In this sense, the clones in the
story can be regarded as a metaphor for the bare life from Agamben’s analysis. This
study also examines how Rosi Braidotti’s posthuman ethics is developed in the text.
The novel suggests an ethical realm in which to deal with the lives of non-human
beings and a possible approach on how death could be perceived in the posthuman

€ra.
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