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Abstract

National Translation Directive and Public-Sector
Translation Standardization Policy:
A Study of Public Translation since the Introduction of
Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism Directive
No. 279

Cheong, Ho-Jeong (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)
Choi, So-Hee (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

In 2019, the global popularity of a 7-member boy band BTS, a symbol of K-POP
strength, and the movie Parasite were met with aggressive global enthusiasm, and
the number of foreigners visiting Korea surpassed the 17 million mark. These
phenomena combined give rise to a social need to objectively evaluate the current
whereabouts of public-sector translation practice with a view to delivering appropriate
cultural contents to foreigners in reliable translations. Against these backdrops, this
paper aims to introduce and look at Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism
(MCST) Directive No. 279, the first-ever Korean government-level regulation aimed
toward public-sector translation standardization. Specifically, efforts will first be made
to introduce the directive by briefly discussing its enactment procedure, scopes and
contents covered, and its roles and significances. Then an analysis will follow of
specific translation cases found in three on-line dictionaries respectively operated by
three representative translation-related government organs in Korea: Seoul
Metropolitan City, Korean Tourism Organization, and the Academy of Korean

Studies. Conclusions will summarize the findings of the analysis, together with some
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suggestions for future direction of public-sector translation in Korea. That way,
public-sector translation in Korea will be able to prove instrumental in making Korea
more attractive to the eyes of foreigners with needs for Korean cultural and tourism
contents, and, thus, enhancing the national image and competitiveness of Korea on

the global scene.

Key Words: Public-sector translation, cultural contents, translation standardization,
translation quality control, Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and

Tourism Directive
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