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[Aln awareness of the limitations of the Utopian tradition, so that these texts
reject Utopian as a blueprint while preserving it as a dream. Furthermore, the
novels dwell on the conflict between the originary world and the Utopian
society opposed to it so that the process of social change is more directly
articulated. Finally, the novels focus on the continuing presence of difference
and imperfection within Utopian society itself and thus render more

recognizable and dynamic alternatives. (Moylan 10-11)
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There was a wall.... Like all walls, it was ambiguous, two-faced.... Looked at
from one side, the wall enclosed a barren sixty-acre field called the Port of
Anarres. It enclosed the universe, leaving Anarres outside, free. Looked at from
the other side, The wall enclosed Anarres: the whole planet was inside it, a

great prison camp, cut off from other worlds, and other men, in quarantine. (1-2)
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“Solidity, yes! Even on Utras, where food falls out of the trees, even there Odo
said that human solidarity is our one hope. But we’ve betrayed that hope. We’ve
let cooperation become obedience. On Urras they have government by the
minority. Here we have government by the majority. But it is government! The
social conscience isn’t a living thing any more, but a machine, a power machine,

controlled by bureaucrats!” (167)
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“Do you know what your society has meant, here, to us, these last hundred
and fifty years? Do you know that when people here want to wish each other
luck they say, May you get reborn on Anarres! to know that it exists, to know
that here is a society without government, without police, without economic
exploration, that they can never say again that it’s just a mirage, an idealist’s
dream! 1 wonder if you fully understand why they’ve kept you so well hidden
out there at Ieu Eun, Dr. Shevek.... It’s not just because they want this idea of
yours. But because you are an idea. An dangerous one. The idea of anarchism,

made flesh. Walking amongst us.” (295)
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“Are you really in danger?”

“Yes.” His[Babarosa] big head nodded in cordial agreement. “You may fail
us."
“Me? How?”
“You of your time. You individually may fail to understand us or to
struggle in your own life and time. You of your time may fail to struggle

together.” His voice was warm, almost teasing, yet his eyes told heer he was
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speaking seriously. “We must fight to come to exist, to remain in existence, to

be the future that happens. That’s why we reached you.” (189-90)
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Abstract

SF Utopian Vision of American Women Writers in the 1970s and
Its Ambiguousness and Openness:
Ursula Le Guin's 7he Dispossessed and Marge Piercy’s Woman

on the Edge of Time

Lee, Kyung-Ran
Ewha Womans University

This study basically takes into account the concept of “Critical Utopia” of Tom
Moylan to examine the characteristics of Utopian vision of American women writers’
SF Utopian texts in the 1970s, especially those of Ursula Le Guin’s The
Dispossessed (1974) and Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge of Time (1976). The
focus has been on what the two texts share with the traditional Utopia genre and at
what points they diverge from it, especially from the point of narrative structures.
The ways in which these two writers draw the ideas and resources for their utopian
vision from American history are also examined. Utopian texts of Le Guin and
Piercy which reject the utopian concept as a fixed and unchanging blueprint while
admitting its value as a dream despite the continuing presence of imperfection and
ambiguity within the so-called utopian society reveal that the real power of Utopia as

a genre lies in the very act of writing and dreaming Utopia itself.

Key Words: SF Utopia, Critical Utopia, America, The Dispossessed, Woman on the
Edge of Time
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