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Every single thing I value in life has been destroyed. And I am allowed no

explanation? I am to suffer hell without any account from heaven? (98)
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Then we fought and I killed him. He knew he had gone too far, even by
his bestial standards. He had gone too far and now he didn't want to go on
living any more. Why do we cling to our evil ways? I stabbed him in the
stomach. [...] [ pulled the knife out and stabbed him again. I stabbed him in
the throat, next to the Adam's apple. he dropped like a stone. And died. [..] A
knife has a horrible dynamic power; once in motion, it's hard to stop. I stabbed

him repeatedly. (310)
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His heart was a struggle. I managed to get it out. It tasted delicious, far

better than the turtle. 1 ate his liver. I cut off great pieces of flesh. (310-11)
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Richard Parker has stayed with me. I've never forgotten him. [..] I miss
him. I still see him in my dreams. They are nightmares mostly, but nightmares
tinged with love. Such is the strangeness of the human heart. I still cannot
understand how he could abandon me so unceremoniously, without any sort of
good bye, without looking back even once. That pain is like an axe that chops

my heart. (6 emphasis added)
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At times he gets agitated. It's nothing 1 say(I say very little). It's his own
story that does it. Memory is an ocean and he bobs on its surface. I worry that
he'll want to stop. But he wants to tell me his story. He goes on. After all these
years, Richard Parker still preys on his mind. (42 italics original, emphasis
added)
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“The worst of it," he says "is that I can hardly remember what my mother
looks like any more. I can see her in my mind, but it's fleeting. As soon as I
try to have a good look at her, she fades. It's the same with her voice. If I saw
her again in the street, it would all come back. But that's not likely to happen.

It's very sad not to remember what your mother looks like.”

He closes the book. (italics in the original 87)
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1 am sitting in a downtown cafe, after, thinking I have just spent most of an
afternoon with him. Our encounters always leave me weary of the glum
contentment that characterizes my life. What were those words he used that
struck me? Ah, yes, "dry, yeastless factuality," "the better story”". I take pen and

paper out and write. An intellect confounded yet a trusting sense of presence
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and a ultimate purpose. (ltalics in the original 63)

go|9] Egtente EQlolA A2 A=A 23 Al 7oA ¢hol AgEo] glow
A EME shriete oY) B AL BoF 5O 402 Ui S4 Al
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7SS Wite U s2ee AR o7} efAlel R, ofS 3t B, FE(Cf

2 Ago)He] WA Bgo2H o] Bkl 9Fete] &

2 1R Sltke e BoF7] giolth. A7k “of olopr|: o3 (This
story has a happy ending 93)0|2tal Wit} o] mo7} Etente] SRR Hot
R 1 AEHAYS Foll Eghonte] S5 259 Aol SoiM Slrke As 9
gt} ofFA & ) Extente) Mg dAR e solS FATIE A7 E
o 2EZEYS B8l AAE HAletL 949 719s Bdstal Addsie AL &
9] ARVl dial] thAl B 7P A AR et FAZ AtofellA] EAQ] jotz
HEIIA sk =¥o)7]k s17] wizolth. oFA & uf EgReuls et 24
9 M gAs 7R 7 FHAM A 4 lek(Caruth, Trauma 58)
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Abstract

Trauma and Testimony as Cure: A Study of Yann
Martel's Life of Pi

Cho, Sungran
Kyung Hee University

This paper reads Life of Pi as trauma narrative. Pi experiences multiple traumatic
events which include collective trauma of being uprooted from his home country; a
shipwreck; deaths of parents and a brother; and survival on a small lifeboat with a
400-pound Bengal tiger for 227 days in the Pacific Ocean. His traumatic symptoms
are depression, compulsion, and repetitive nightmares of the tiger Richard Parker,
'acting out' of trauma as 'repetition compulsion'. Richard Parker is the signifier of his
trauma. Eating human flesh is especially traumatic to Pi since through the act he
transgresses the ethical boundary of being human. Curing the symptoms requires
recollection, recognition of loss, mourning and 'working through' of the trauma by
testimony. Pi confronts his inner self and attempts to clarify and objectify his trauma
by collecting shattered memories and by telling stories. He tells two versions of the
same traumatic events. The truth of the stories is not resolved. Creative trauma
narrative is an on-going process of active undertaking of redefining and recreating
self. The author functions as a listener of empathic unsettlement. While helping Pi,
the author writes a good story, Life of Pi. The author's life gets re-vitalized by

listening to Pi's story, as Pi is in the process of cure from trauma by storytelling.

Key words: Life of Pi, Yann Martel, Trauma, Cure, Testimony
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