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Eternal is the mystery
Within your multitude of lights.
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too deep for us to penetrate,

in the graceful periphery

while a dog chases hopelessly after

wooden balls struck so well the mallets sing. (8)

Warm oak woods

we linger instead
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Abstract

A Study of Sijo Prosody and English Sijo in North
America: Focusing on Elizabeth Saint Jacques and David
McCann

Jinim Park

Pyeongtaek University

Sijo is a uniquely Korean poetic genre, which is often understood and explained
vis-a-vis Japanese Haiku. As much as Haiku became popular in North America, Sijo
has started to gain recognition since 1990s. This paper attempts to examine and
evaluate the aesthetic values of Sijo written in English, focusing on two North
American poets: Elizabeth Saint Jacques and David McCann. First, this paper
analyzes the prosody of Saint Jacques because it explains how the poet understood
the nature of Sijo. This paper also analyzes the two poets’ Sijo texts. More
specifically, this paper pays attention to the poetic closure of their texts. As is
known, the closure in the final line of Sijo is often the most critical element in the
text. By employing such elements as wit, twist, and strong emotional expression, the
closure reaches textual fruition and determines its degree of success. Saint Jacques
and McCann provide exemplary Sijo texts in English, this paper concludes, with the

elegance of poetic closure.

Key Words: English Sijo, wit, twist, Elizabeth Saint Jacques, David McCann
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