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Abstract

Reconsidering Catholicism and Practical Ethics in Graham
Greene’s The Heart of the Matter

Myungsung Kim

Mokpo National University

This article addresses questions and provocations on Catholicism in Graham Greene’s
The Heart of the Matter, especially in regard to the way in which the Catholic
doctrine has been rejected in the modern world. Greene represents the inner conflict
of Henry Scobie, the protagonist of the novel, in complex dimensions of religious
ethics and its actual practices. Considering Henry’s disbelief in the light of his strong
sense of empathy and emotional bond with others highlights the way in which the
western society has been reconstructed in its relationship with God. Scobie,
experiencing absurdity of the Catholic god and the society grounded in its principles,
takes the role of the god. God becomes relocated into the position of another ‘other’.
Henry’s inner turbulence and his religious skepticism illuminates the modes in which
the deconstructive practices of religious doctrine open up new possibilities wherein

modern subjectivity is captured and probed.

Key Words: Graham Greene, postmodern subject, Slavoj Zizek, the big Other,
The Heart of the Matter
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