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Abstract

Virginia Woolf's Essays and Mrs Dalloway.
Rethinking Passion and Passivity

Eunyoung Oh

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

The binarist frame imprinted in our minds as strongly as subject-object or mind-body
would be the active-passive dichotomy. Even in the 21st century, capitalist society
still emphasizes and injects the active and independent will of individuals. The
problem is that as the activity promoted by society is internalized as something very
positive, passivity has always been considered denigrated and negative. But Anthony
Cuda argues in The Passions of Modernism that 20th century modernist writers such
as T.S. Eliot, W.B. Yeats, V. Woolf and Thomas Mann are in fact already
dismantling this active-passive dichotomy. According to Cuda, passion comes from
the Latin word passio, which means ‘to suffer’ or ‘to be moved’, rather than a
‘vehement feeling’ for an object, which has only recently become widely established
as a meaning of the word. Cuda argues that to fully understand humans we need to
reconsider a human being as ‘to be moved,” opposed to the traditional understanding
as ‘the mover’ or an agent. The reason why passion and passivity has recently
emerged in understanding humans comes from doubts about whether humans are
such active beings as we have believed in. Rather, aren’t human beings spending
most of their daily lives in a passive state rather than active? Wolfs essays and
novels provide important clues to these questions. By calling into question the

active-passive dichotomy that has been taken for granted, and by rethinking the
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meanings of passion and passivity, this paper will explore in what ways Woolf's

novel Mrs. Dalloway and essays have enabled a new understanding of humans.

Key Words: Mrs. Dalloway, “The Moment: Summer’s Night,” “Modern Fiction,”

Passion, Passivity
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