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The great secret of morals is Love; or a going out of our own nature, and
an identification of ourselves with the beautiful which exists in thought, action
or person, not our own. A man to be greatly good, must imagine intensely and
comprehensively; he must put himself in the place of another and of many
others; the pains and pleasures of his species must become his own. The great

instrument of moral good is the imagination:.. Poetry enlarges the
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circumference of the imagination by replenishing it with thoughts of ever new
delight. ... Poetry strengthens the faculty which is the organ of the moral nature

of man in the same manner as exercise strengthens a limb.!)
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Seraph of Heaven! too gentle to be human,

Veiling beneath that radiant form of Woman

All that is insupportable in thee

Of light, and love, and immortality!

Sweet Benediction in the eternal Curse!

Veiled Glory of this lampless Universe!

Thou Moon beyond the clouds! Thou living Form

Among the Dead! Thou Star above the Storm!

Thou Wonder, and thou Beauty, and thou Terror! (Il. 21-29)
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The glory of her being, issuing thence,

Stains the dead, blank, cold air with a warm shade
Of unentangled intermixture, made

By Love, of light and motion: one intense
Diffusion, one serene Omnipresence,

Whose flowing outlines mingle in their flowing

Around her cheeks ... (1. 90-96)
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The Fountains mingle with the River
And the Rivers with the Ocean,

The winds of Heaven mix forever
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With a sweet emotion,;
Nothing in the world is single,
All things by a law divine
In one spirit meet and mingle.

Why not I with thine?—
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I never was attached to that great sect,

Whose doctrine is, that each one should select
Out of the crowd a mistress or a friend,

And all the rest, though fair and wise, commend
To cold oblivion, though it is in the code

Of modern morals, and the beaten road

Which those poor slaves with weary footsteps tread,

Who travel to their home among the dead
By the broad highway of the world, and so
With one chained friend, perhaps a jealous foe,

The dreariest and the longest journey go. (Il. 149-59)
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Twin spheres of light who rule this passive earth,
This world of love, this me; and into birth
Awaken all its fruits and flowers, and dart
Magnetic might into its central heart; (Il 345-48)
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[Tlhere is a principle within the human being, and perhaps within all
sentient beings, which acts otherwise than in the lyre, and produces not melody
alone, but harmony, by an internal adjustment of the sounds or motions thus

excited to the impressions which excite them. (675)
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In the motion of the very leaves of spring, in the blue air, there is then
found a secret correspondence with our heart. There is eloquence in the
tongueless wind, and a melody in the flowing brooks and the rustling of the
reeds beside them, which by their inconceivable relation to something within
the soul awaken the spirits to a dance of breathless rapture . . . . Sterne says
that if he were in a desert he would love some cypress . . . So soon as this
want or power is dead, man becomes a living sepulchre of himself, and what

yet survives is the mere husk of what once he was. (632)
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true love never yet
Was thus constrained: it overleaps all fence:

Like lightning, with invisible violence
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Piercing its continents; like Heaven’s free breath,

Which he who grasps can hold not; ...

... more strength has Love than he[Death] or they[arms];
For it can burst his charnel, and make free

The limbs in chains, the heart in agony,

The soul in dust and chaos. (Il. 397-407)
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Michael O’Neill, editors. Percy Bysshe Shelley: The Major Works, Oxford UP, 2003.

2) A7) A] o]2o] 19 FAA PRIAMIT oEA A= =R disiAd Eu(filifE) "de
o] WEeZ o]&: 2ol o] 7198, ¥ & = wh("9A7|golERe}, 189 238,
2014, 189-213%)& #=xs A

3) WA Cofulaolslcies: oldnl WA . TArigeldReh, 6 45, 2012
65-85%;.

4) B3] gxE Tofuyo)7Id e 0] A7t M e o] "k (The Convivio)2]
M1ZEEY(canzone)et "M2E &9 “SWdHcovert) A1 SHo] Qloka Ffeich

(197).

5) “an idealized history of my life and feelings.” Ei1of|A]
A% viFol QAgEe WIE Uk

rr

LR QlgRo] deto] o4

6) “affective and artistic autobiography”
7) 2t AMEE 20025057 BEIThL Sk
8) “Sweet Spirit! Sister of that orphan one”

9) “even the dim words which obscure thee now / Flash, lightning-like, with unaccustomed
glow”

10) “at7} E0giE RE FAE0] LA HATP(All shapes look glorious which
thou gazest on! 32-333))

11) “Youth’s vision thus made perfect.” 2= 1214 o FolE “S4l& Z2HE 493
Z+& 31d”(A vision like incarnate April)o]gtal HEEc}

12) a2t sJE T 2= (Stuart Peterfreund)%. X|E5HE o™elolr} &3] o] AAl AL ¢
= Eje ohuth. S} ofdejold W 2& AAoleks Tad APIE BhE 2%
T B (mediarb)ZA OAA] SR 4 FLZAETHIS). SRIolA of
Wejoh #o] gloja BAAAGNH Uk o3} AAR $77] el B Thfok sh=
ofgolct.

13) “A Metaphor of Spring and Youth and Morning”



Ao A a fegiielrites g FHog 161

14) “Would we two had been twins of the same mother!”

15) Az]e] 18179 = "ga} AJ2Auy(Laon and Cythna)olld EHe] £ Q132 dujolxt
AQdolet. 1819e] £ 5] THIA] L7ky(The Cenci)e 2EVdTto] 4] Aot

16) “I am not thine: I am a part of thee” T}R|Z} To] theed] o|HE ] ZxE Mg x}Al0]
3 Holck

17

~

“Veiled Glory of this lampless Universe!” “Sweet Lamp!”

18) ¢J1¢] =& 87% AJ¢lE. “intimately to mix and melt and to be melted together with [a]
beloved, so that one should be made out of two.” o] -2 Ag7} &4 HAs ZTPE
9] kA (The Symposium)olA <1835+ Aot}

19) “are we not formed, as notes of music are, / For one another, though dissimilar; / Such
difference without discord, as can make / Those sweetest sounds”

20) “as in a fleece of snow-like air / The crimson pulse of living morning quiver.” ©] &0

A ook BANS] F(H)7F LRISIA] e AL Aele] Aol
21) Ade Tolulntolg|o) s B4 2oA(quest romance)?] 3 WPoz Ql=rh Hz
(David Duffy=  Toulntolg|c)e s TAuolN  E3  Z2oE| X (Prometheus
Unbound), "1739] 2]1(The Triumph of Life)2t 37 2|7} FA|e] A 2WAS U
wslote] AFgERS AF o Zrl2). Adele] o] FAEES ATFQ £ YHtE g
Foiagty BE £ Qo $A4] W27} Guirlo] okx ofgA WHstel g& AX A
SRR B2 AR oAo] g ZulAo] UM} (“The Internalization of
Quest Romance,” 1970)5 Xz}

~
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“A child at play by itself will express its delight by its voice and motions; and every
inflexion of tone and every gesture will bear exact relation to a corresponding antitype in
the pleasurable impressions which awakened it; it will be the reflected image of that
impression.”(675)

23) “A lute, which those whom love has taught to play / Make music on, to soothe the
roughest day / And lull fond grief asleep?”

24) Sandy 273.

25) “[Love] is the bond and the sanction which connects not only man with man, but with
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everything which exists.”
26) “True Love in this differs from gold and clay, / That to divide is not to take away.”

27) “tis like thy light. / Imagination! which ... / ... fills / The Universe with glorious beams,
and kills / Error, the worm ....”

28) “triangulated desire and divided affections”

29) “one whose voice was venomed melody.” 2] A4l9] Hj7leto] §AQ1 Zo] o] oz}
AN 4 S XFske oM A7 BaEolga it

30) “until all was bright / Between the heaven and earth of my calm mind”

31) Zeloli= 100] 3ol eloh 12 B vlole tht 10 TS Yirk gofy Al &
of ¢F Ejo} £ Ao Bk Fof7} ¥ Aol &% E7IE ok 1Y HiEE
o £2& ZoH B

32) “Alternating attraction and repulsion”

33) “wrecked in that convulsion”

34) OiM A9 BEEL SAH /3 (sympathetic imagination)o]=t FE 4+ 9lrh

35) “Narrow / ... / the spirit that creates / One object, and one form, and builds thereby / A
sepulchre for its eternity

36) “a feeble shadow of the original conception of the poet”

37) “one who worships thee, / And every form containing thee, / Whom, SPIRIT fair, thy
spells did bind / To fear himself, and love all human kind.” 2} 2HEarl Wasserman)o]|
w2 AHls FHfstths A2 “Ab7|ofd Wd (narcissistic self-reflection)s &jn|ghct.
Ale A ZAEE 7P 2 22 BgEd, AP AEe Aphe e REIE
339jo)7] wiZolck R|F mlof s AE AR A/ EXZF HrK195).

38) “Beauty furled / Which penetrates and clasps and fills the world”
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Abstract

Shelley’s Philosophy of Love:
with a Focus on Epipsychidion*

Sunghyun Jang
Korea University

Shelley had a deeper interest in the nature of love than any other poet in the
Romantic era. He formulated his own theory of love in a number of his poems
including Epipsychidion as well as in prose essays such as On Love. Epipsychidion,
written in 1821, was devoted to Teresa Viviani, a young aristocratic woman whom
the Shelleys befriended in Italy. The most extensive poetic inquiry into ideal forms
of romantic love among his love poems, Epipsychidion offers “unentangled
intermixture” as an apt description of the nature of ideal love--love in which each
partner’s subjectivity is kept intact while being blended together. The term “sister” by
which the poetic speaker calls Emilia (i.e. Viviani) reveals his fervent desire for a
union with her in more than sexuval terms. Shelley’s bitter criticism levelled at
monogamy, though it seems ethically unacceptable, becomes justifiable on the
grounds that being chained to a monogamous relationship is likely to substantially
impair your innate ability to love. It is worthy of note that Shelley perceives love in
the terms used to describe imagination; in other words, love and imagination, to his

way of thinking, have many properties in common. Sometimes the two words are

* This study was supported by a faculty research grant from the College of Liberal Arts at
Korea University in 2021.
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almost interchangeable. For Shelley, love is the most reliable means to progress
toward attaining the ideals of a free society--ideals that can be embodied in concrete

terms in the poet’s imagination.

Keywords: Shelley, Love, Imagination, Epipsychidion, On Love
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