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Notes

1) oi2fAd 514171 1kek postmemoryghs 7HES oA ApRte] wWigtel wlet T7]Y, A
71908 HAsSIAY ZTAENRE g TAEY|YoR Y| AFRE QT B HLoA
+ sl4let AF(Leo Spitzen)o] F5 A ol FHE: G HAlolA 2SR
AZEAAl (Ghosts of Home: The Afterlife of Czernowitz in Jewish History) 1811 3%
Felolds TRlE FAls] sk AbElmt 159) AR AA) (School Photos and Their
Afterlives)®] HER1 “afterlife’o] ZQtste ApE7|oolzt g Aolct. l4lx AL (after)
£ EAES RS gu| 2 siMste] BEA e FAAN FSE oplgt FAE AFEo
A9 Fa/dolgks YulrkA] ZE g

2) 24| ARSI 5% A1) BotE HEY ol seld 4 gl ol 5% 2o
of 95w AphEe] J|EE vhlsla tiokazel AbSel Fasle Aol 22
7P (life-writing)7} W} el ol 570] eixie grEela HRRIE GAk & a4t
So| 50| AW A HES WA 7 Aol Rl BT O 4 gk

3) Buloh 558 wlaslA, Wsze] ool 1970dex Hlaele] 0|58 Bagone,
A ofAotA o|RIAREY ditte7t 1A E 24 Aol WA ofrlotA] 5
gfo] 214719] Al 3 B ARY Holt Ue oY Tt dolth. Ars
o FFoIM 1A B T2 B30l ST & olfE o]F0] ojRs| BIolS
AHESIZ] wiZolet. ofA|obA| TlokAaatet IHIE] Aol F27]24 9] AP7] MAkE ¢old]
FAlZ sl nuiglen, 259 AL ATUEY Al Yl dFER ok HA] &
2 71 B9 oAbl AR MAl] FAEA B9 TRER R TAEA 23t
(Ommundsen 507)

4) o BRoM 19 opHx|9] Ey 9] AL T Qo] FE RARICL
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Abstract

Alice Pung’'s Her Father’s Daughter:
The Postmemory and Testimony of a Father

Younghee Mun

Chonnam National University

This paper explores Alice Pung’s postmemoir Her Father’s Daughter in terms of the
theories of postmemory, as Pung inherits and writes about her father’s memory and
testimony. Instead of using the first person narrator, Pung’s postmemoir fluctuates
between the third person perspective of herself and that of her father, and contrasts
her father’s memory of the Cambodian Killing Fields with her peaceful life in the
western suburbs of Melbourne. Likewise, Pung's postmemoir combines fragmented
and conflicting narratives rather than assigning a single authoritative voice to an
individual who has experienced or is assumed to have experienced the events, and
rather than chronologically arranging the events. It is because Pung, herself, did not
experience the traumatic events herself, but grew up with their after-effect; that is to
say, she indirectly but deeply engaged in “dismemory,” a memory that her father
tried to forget and he kept secret from his children.

However, these memories are transmitted between the generations, and the
daughter finally digs into her father’s secrets and searches for the postmemory in the
second generation, as well as in her identity as an Asian-Australian of
Chinese-Cambodian descent. Pung's postmemoir does not seem to succeed in fully
representing her father’s ‘unspeakable’ memories or ‘the vacuum of testimony.’

Nevertheless, the fact that Pung as an inheritor of postmemory accepts her father's
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traumatic experience with empathy and imagination is significant in that Pung's
postmemoir evokes the ethics of 'the pain of others' by utilizing alternative narratives

rather than dramatically embodying the traumatic experience.

Key Words: memory, postmemory, postmemoir, testimony, Alice Pung, Her
Father’s Daughter
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