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The exertions of Locke, Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, Rousseau, and their
disciples, in favour of oppressed and deluded humanity are entitled to the
gratitude of mankind. Yet it is easy to calculate the degree of moral and
intellectual improvement which the world would have exhibited, had they never

lived. . . . But it exceeds all imagination to conceive what would have been the
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moral condition of the world if neither Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, Chaucer,

Shakespeare, Calderon, Lord Bacon, nor Milton had ever existed;
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All the authors of revolutions in opinion are not only necessarily poets as
they are inventors, nor even as their words unveil the permanent analogy of
things by images which participate in the life of truth; but as their periods are
harmonious and rhythmical and contain in themselves the elements of verse;

being the echo of the eternal music.
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“For in the battle Life and they did wage
She remained conqueror--I was overcome

By my own heart alone; which neither age

Nor tears nor infamy nor now the tomb

Could temper to its object.” . . .
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Thou demandest what is Love. It is that powerful attraction towards all that
we conceive or fear or hope beyond ourselves when we find within our own
thoughts the chasm of an insufficient void and seek to awaken in all things that
are a community with what we experience within ourselves. . . . [I]f we
imagine we would that the airy children of our brain were born anew within
another’s; if we feel, we would that another’s nerves should vibrate to our own,
that the beams of their eyes should kindle at once and mix and melt into our
own . . .. This is Love. This is the bond and the sanction which connects not

only man with man, but with every thing which exists.
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‘If, as it doth seem,
Thou comest from the realm without a name,
“Into this valley of perpetual dream,
Shew whence I came, and where I am, and why--

Pass not away upon the passing stream.’

““Arise and quench thy thirst,” was her reply.
And as a shut lily, stricken by the wand
Of dewy morning’s vital alchemy,

“I rose; and, bending at her sweet command,

Touched with faint lips the cup she raised,

And suddenly my brain became as sand
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“And still her feet, no less than the sweet tune
To which they moved, seemed as they moved, to blot

The thoughts of him who gazed on them, and soon

“All that was seemed as if it had been not--
As if the gazer’s mind was strewn beneath

Her feet like embers, and she, thought by thought,

“Trampled its fires into the dust of death,
As Day upon the threshold of the east
Treads out the lamps of night . . .
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“And who are those chained to the car?” “The Wise,
“The great, the unforgotten, they who wore

Mitres and helms and crowns, or wreathes of light,

Signs of thought’s empire over thought; their lore
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“Taught them not this—-to know themselves; their might
Could not repress the mutiny within,

And for the morn of truth they feigned, deep night

“Caught them ere evening.” . . .
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And much I grieved to think how power and will

In opposition rule our mortal day--

And why God made irreconcilable

Good and the means of good . . .
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Abstract

Imagination and Love:
The Role of Rousseau in Shelley’'s 7he Triumph of Life

Sunghyun Jang

Korea University

This paper reads P. B. Shelley’s unfinished poem The Triumph of Life (1822), which
recounts the poet’s visionary experience of beholding the triumphal procession of
Life, in relation to his claims about imagination and love in A Defence of Poetry
(1821). For Shelley, imaginative faculty forms the basis of a feeling of sympathy for
others, which develops into love. This notion of sympathetic imagination appears to
be the key to understanding the poem, especially the significance of Rousseau who
guides the narrator through the apocalyptic vision. The principal purpose of this
article is to elucidate the role of Rousseau in the Triumph, whom Shelley considers
to be essentially a poet, i.e. a man of imagination. To Shelley’s way of thinking,
Rosseau is proven highly imaginative in developing radical political ideas which had
their roots in his fervent desire to remedy the ills of the world, and which profoundly
impacted the outbreak of the French Revolution. However, Rousseau’s encounter with
the vision of the “shape all light,” a malevolent spirit who offers him the cup of
nepenthe, blots out his memories of the past, hence trampling the spark of
imagination in his mind. For his ability to imagine ideal conditions for human
existence is based upon his criticism of the harsh realities of the world—criticism
being an act of remembering the past. However, Rousseau’s liberation from the

chariot of Life is attained by his unswerving loyalty to democratic ideals, which
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holds true for Shelley.

Key Words: The Triumph of Life, Rousseau, Imagination, Love, Ideal
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