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Abstract

Survival and Continuity of a Community:
Smoke Signals and Native American Women

Eunha Lim

Chonnam National University

Seonghoon Kim

Chonnam National University

This article analyzes the representation of the influence of Native American female
characters on the survival and continuity of their individuals and communities in the
film Smoke Signals. Placing female characters at the center to subvert the
Hollywood’s Native American stereotypes, Smoke Signals shows that the individuals
and communities can exert power and wisdom for survival and continuity. The film
evokes the pivotal role that Native American women have played in maintaining and
protecting the community based on the maternal-centered traditions of Native
Americans, which has not been distinctly illuminated in US media and Hollywood.
The female characters in the film are represented as independent and active women
who respond flexibly to harsh reality; their actions trigger change in the male
characters, and, ultimately, the survival, continuity, and solidarity of the entire
community. In particular, the film represents the ways in which the lifestyle and
attitude of Native American women transcend the dichotomy between the older
generation and the younger generation to affect the entire community. This

underscores the modern continuation of Native American women's traditional abilities:
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adaptability and flexibility. Therefore, by focusing on the scenes and sequences
related to the traditions and influence of Native American women in the film, this
article explores how the representation of female characters plays a key role in the

overall narrative of Smoke Signals.

Key Words: Smoke Signals, Native American, women, community, storytelling,

identity

e 2023.01.30
MAetz ! 2023.02.17
A 2023.02.21

[e]]
==}

i=l

>
4 D
rlo

olr

t
MEtiet (M1xA)

0|H ¥ hannahlim622@gmail.com

i=

st (WA XY

>
JF O
>

T 0
=

ol

o|HY: seonghoon23@gmail.com



