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Abstract

The Remake Strategies of Two Little Women:
Focusing on Multimodality

Park, Kunyoung
Kyung Hee Cyber University

Cho, Sung-Eun

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This study compares two film adaptations of the classic American novel Little
Women: the 1994 and 2019 versions. The study examines how each film functions as
a retranslation of the original text, with particular attention to the contemporary
elements emphasized in the 2019 adaptation. Treating film as a multimodal text that
employs audiovisual resources, the study focuses on the visual images in both the
paratexts and texts of both films. The analyzed visual images include character
portrayals, interpersonal interactions, and representations of the period’s social
context. Kress and van Leeuwen's visual grammar is the primary analytical tool
employed. The analysis finds that the 1994 film largely conforms to traditional social
norms concerning gender roles, family dynamics, and racial and cultural
representation. In contrast, the 2019 adaptation offers a more modern interpretation of
gender relations and family roles, along with a more inclusive representation of racial
and ethnic diversity. These changes can be read as a feminist reinterpretation that
reflects contemporary values of equality and inclusivity. Accordingly, the adaptation

functions as both a retranslation and a rewriting that recontextualizes the novel for
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modern audiences. Situating these adaptations within the broader framework of genre
transformation and remake culture, the study underscores the role of translation

practices in the cultural industry.

Key Words: adaptation, remake, retranslation, feminism, visual grammar
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