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Abstract

Two Directions in English Literary and Cultural Education:
Integration and Separation

Soo Yeon Kim

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Youmi Jung

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

This article examines debates surrounding the use of film in college-level English
literature courses, which gained momentum around 2000 under the umbrella term
“cultural education,” and presents two examples of such “culture” courses taught by
the authors. The first section traces how the turn toward cultural education and
audiovisual materials opened new pedagogical possibilities but also tended to reduce
film to a supplementary role for a better understanding of literary themes and history.
Such subordinating practices risk impoverishing appreciation of both media by
neglecting their medium-specific characteristics and unique aesthetics. This tendency
persists despite the diversification of film texts. The second section reports on two
college courses: a film studies course (Soo Yeon Kim) and an “English Literature
and Media Narratives” course (Youmi Jung). While Kim advocates for the separate
treatment of literature and film to teach film as “film,” Jung endorses an integrative
approach that incorporates contemporary media such as interactive storytelling. In the
final section, this article reflects on “Culture and Arts Industry” course co-taught by

the two authors last semester, reflecting on the evolving challenges faced by literature



professors who must now train students not only in literary scholarship but also as

practitioners ready for careers in the cultural industries.

Key words: English literary education, cultural education, cultural studies, film
studies, culture industries, multimedia literacy
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