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Abstract

The New Genealogy of the Red Room:
Domesticity, Desire, and Fear in Jane Eyre, The Haunting of Hill
House, and The Shining

Jung Eun Seo

Korea National University of Transportation

This article examines the red room motif in Jane Eyre (1847), The Haunting of Hill
House (1959), and The Shining (1977), arguing that despite their disparate historical
and cultural contexts, the three texts construct the red room as a site where the
longing for domestic care and the fear of patriarchal violence converge. While each
work presents a differently configured ‘red room’—Jane’s punishment chamber in
Gateshead, the blood-like inscription on Theo’s wall in Hill House, and Danny’s
ominous REDRUM in The Shining—all three spaces stage encounters with figures
who are simultaneously sources of protection and agents of harm. These ambivalent
encounters reveal that the desire for safety, intimacy, and love remains tethered to the
very familial structures that also generate oppression. By situating the novels within
the rise of domestic ideology in Victorian Britain and mid-century America, the
article demonstrates that the terror of the red room lies not only in death or violence
but in the structural impasse wherein essential forms of care become accessible only
through patriarchal authority. The recurring affective register of fear, grief, and denial
thus signals a historically specific inability to imagine security and attachment outside

normative family formations.
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