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The weeks go by, I shelve them,
They are all the same, like peeled soup cans ...

Beans sour in their pot. I watch the lone onion
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Floating like Ophelia, caked with grease:

You listless, fidget with the spoon.

What now? You miss my care? Your yard ripens
To a ward of roses, a year ago when staff nuns
Wheeled me down the aisle . ..

You couldn’t look. I saw

Converted love, your son,

Drooling under glass, starving

We are eating well.
Today my meatman turns his trained knife

On veal, your favorite. I pay with my life. (LGP3 36)
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Later, blocking the doorway, tongue

Pinned to the fat wedge of his pop, he watches

As I find the other room, the father strung

On crutches, waiting to be roused . ..

Now squeezed from thanks the woman’s lemonade lies
In my cup. As endlessly she picks

Her spent kleenex into dust, always

Staring at that man, hearing the click,

Click of his brain’s whirling empty spindle ... (LGP 11)
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The Elements have merged into solicitude.
Spasms of violets above the mud

And weed and soon the birds and ancients
Will be starting to arrive, bereaving points
South. (LGP 22)
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But never mind. It is not painful to discuss

His death. I have been primed for this,

For separation, for so long. But still his face assaults

Me, I can hear that car careen again, the crowd coagulate on asphalt

In my sleep. And watching him, I feel my legs like snow
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That let him finally let him go
As he lies draining there. And see
How even he did not get to keep that lovely body. (LGP 22)
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Don’t listen to me; my heart’s been broken.

I don’t see anything objectively.

I know myself; I've learned to hear like a psychiatrist.
When [ speak passionately,

that’s when I'm least to be trusted.

If you want the truth, you have to close yourself
to the older daughter, block her out:

when a living thing is hurt like that,

in its deepest workings,

all function is altered.

That’s why I'm not to be trusted.
Because a wound to the heart

is also a wound to the mind. (LGP 216-17)
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................ I can feel his thighs

Against me for the children’s sake. Reward?

Mornings, crippled with this house.

I see him toast his toast and test

His coffee, hedgingly. The waste’s my breakfast. (LGP 19)
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And yet I've lived like this for years.
All since he quit me—caught the moon as round as aspirin
While, across the hall, the heartfelt murmurs

Of the queers ... I see my punishment revolving in its den:

Around. Around. There should have been
A lesson somewhere. In Geneva, the ferocious local whore
Lay peeled for absolution with a tricot membrane

Sticking to her skin. I don’t remember

How it happened that I saw. The place was filthy. She would sit
And pick feet until they knocked. Like Customs. She’d just wait. (LGP 38)
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Long Island Sound’s

Asleep: no wind

Rustles down the inlet

In the sagging light

As, stalled at

Vanishing, two Sunday sailboats
Wait it out,

Paralysis, or peace,

Whichever, and the drained sun
Sinks through insects coalesced
To mist, mosquitoes

Rippling over the muddy ocean. (LGP 47)
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I tend her plot. Her pride

And joy she said. 1 have no pride.

The lawn thins; overfed,

Her late roses gag on fertilizer past the tool
House. Now the cards are cut.

She cannot eat, she cannot take the stairs—
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My life is sealed. The woman with the hound

Comes up but she will not be harmed.
I have the care of her. (LGP 37)
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Dying last Fall. I think the birds came
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Back too soon this year. The slugs

Have been extinguished by a snow. Still, all the same,

She wasn’t young herself. It must have hurt her legs
To push his weight that way. A late snow hugs

The robins’ tree. I saw it come. The mama withers on her eggs. (LGP 48)
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Abstract

Draft or Matrix:
The Poetics of Endurance and Embracement
in Louise Gliick’'s Firstborn

Joengin Yeum

Jangan University

This study focuses on the ‘narrative of endurance’ that drives Louise Gliick’s poetry.
It pays particular attention to the potential of her first collection, Firstborn, which
served as a matrix nurturing future possibilities. Drawing poetic energy from the
sense of isolation stemming from family death, her own illness, loss and despair,
Gliick delves into the inner sufferings from Firstborn, as if exploring it. Gliick
poeticizes and embraces a life of endurance without illusion. While Gliick’s poetry,
awarded the 2020 Nobel Prize in Literature, is discussed from various perspectives,
Firstborn is often devalued as her early draft that hasn’t yet gone beyond her
subjective monologue. Yet Firsthorn shows there is a moment when an individual’s
humble ‘narrative of endurance’ makes a radical leap. This paper argues that the
origin of Gliick’s poetic styles is based upon the aesthetics of this extreme leaping
moment. Gliick’s subsequent collections develop, through varied techniques other than
monologue, the idea that an individual’s sense of isolation can undergo a qualitative
leap and compensation through poetic representation. Therefore, this study aims to
reevaluate the poetic value of Gliick’s Firstborn and explain the potential as the
foundation for later poetry, referring to her essays and psychoanalyst Melanie Klein’s

“Depression-position.” .

Key words: acceptance, depression-position, endurance, Firsthorn, Louise Gliick
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