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A doll in the doll-maker’s house
Looks at the cradle and bawls:
‘That is an insult to us.’

But the oldest of all the dolls,

Who had seen, being kept for show,
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Generations of his sort,

Out-screams the whole shelf: ‘Although
There’s not a man can report

Evil of this place,

The man and the woman bring

Hither, to our disgrace,

A noisy and filthy thing.’

Hearing him groan and stretch

The doll-maker’s wife is aware

Her husband has heard the wretch,
And crouched by the arm of his chair,
She murmurs into his ear,

Head upon shoulder leant:

‘My dear, my dear, O dear,

It was an accident.”
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Surely some revelation is at hand;

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out

When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert

A shape with lion body and the head of a man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.

The darkness drops again; but now I know

That twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,

And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,

Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? (lines 9-22)
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As in the gold mosaic of a wall,

Come from the holy fire, peme in a gyre,
And be the singing-masters of my soul.
Consume my heart away; sick with desire
And fastened to a dying animal

It knows not what it is; and gather me

Into the artifice of eternity. (lines 17-24)
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Once out of nature [ shall never take

My bodily form from any natural thing,

But such a form as Grecian goldsmiths make
Of hammered gold and gold enamelling

To keep a drowsy Emperor awake;

Or set upon a golden bough to sing

To lords and ladies of Byzantium

Of what is past, or passing, or to come. (lines 25-32)
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Abstract

Yeats's Al Imagination

Sunghyun Jang

Korea University

This study illuminates W. B. Yeats’s poetic world from the perspective of artificial
intelligence discourse, drawing on the structural homology between his mystical
Automatic Writing experiments and the text generation mechanisms of modern Large
Language Models (LLMs). First, the analysis of his poem “The Dolls” examines how
the dolls, possessing immutable algorithmic completeness, otherize the biological
human baby as a system ‘error.” The revulsion the dolls display toward the baby
foreshadows the ontological tension that arises when advanced artificial intelligences
regard imperfect organic humans as the ‘abject.” Second, the images of the gyre and
the rough beast in “The Second Coming” are interpreted as apocalyptic metaphors for
the advent of the technological singularity and superintelligence. The beast awakening
from Spiritus Mundi embodies the emergence of non-human intelligence that executes
its own objective functions beyond human control. Third, “Sailing to Byzantium” is
reinterpreted as a narrative of the desire to escape the mortal body and acquire data
permanence. The “golden bird” desired by the speaker is presented as an archetype
of a posthuman subject that has transcended the biological substrate and achieved
digital immortality through ‘mind uploading” In conclusion, Yeats’s poetry
presciently captures the wonder and terror posed by the approaching Al era, as well
as the longing for eternity beyond the flesh. It is a prophetic text that prompts

reflection on the existential conditions of modern humanity encountering the
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technological other, i.e., Al

Keywords: W. B. Yeats, Atificial Intelligence (AI), Automatic Writing,
Superintelligence, “The Dolls,” “The Second Coming,” “Sailing to
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£ 2026.1.15
MAtRtz el 2026.1.30
A=Y 2026.2.08

=
[=]
S e LSS

olH¥: sunghyun—j@korea.ac.kr



