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Abstract

The Possibility of Affect Aliens Excluded from the
Promise of Happiness in Mohsin Hamid’'s Exit West

Eunhey Kim

Chonnam National University

This study analyzes Exit West by Mohsin Hamid through the lens of The Promise of
Happiness by Sara Ahmed in order to examine how the novel dismantles the order
of normative happiness communities and imagines new possibilities for coexistence.
Through the mysterious “doors” that allow refugees, including Saeed and Nadia, to
cross borders instantaneously, Hamid presents a world in which lives grounded in
singular national identities and stable communities can no longer be sustained. The
analysis of Saeed focuses on how he maintains his connection to his homeland and
his parents through religion and prayer. From the perspective of Western society,
Saeed may appear to be a “melancholic migrant” who cannot let go of the past.
However, through prayer, Saced endures loss and mourning while gradually adapting
to new societies in his own way. The discussion of Nadia examines her as an “affect
alien,” positioned as both a “feminist killjoy” and an “unhappy queer.” Nadia rejects
the happiness scripts imposed by family and society, and throughout her migration
she actively embraces her queer desires and evolving identity. Finally, this study
analyzes Marin, the final destination shared by Nadia and Saeed, as a space where
new possibilities emerge through disorder and contingency. In Marin, Nadia and
Saeed no longer share the same orientation toward happiness, yet they form a

relationship that does not impose identical lives upon one another. Ultimately, this
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study argues that Exit West imagines new forms of coexistence that move beyond

happiness communities founded on sameness and exclusion.

Keywords: Mohsin Hamid, Exit West, Sara Ahmed, The Promise of Happiness,

politics of happiness, affect alien, coexistence
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