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..... when some kid runs up double-fisting plastic sleeves of ppeongtwigi
and I’ll just lose it. Those little rice-cake Frisbees were my childhood, a
ST1 happier time when Mom was there and we’d crunch away on the

Strofoam-like disks after school, splitting them like packing peanuts that
dissolved like sugar on our tongues.(5)
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We brought back hwe from the market and set our takeout containers
down on the white hotel bedspread. We ate slices of whitefish sashimi,
ST2 Korean style, freshly killed, still chewy, wrapped in red leaf lettuce and
dipped in ssamjang and gochujang with vinegar, washing it down with
big bottle of Kloud and shots of Chamisul.(205-206)
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.... when some kid runs up double-fisting plastic sleeves of ppeongtwigi and I'll

just lose it. Those little rice-cake Frisbees were my childhood, a happier time when

! Mom was there and we’d crunch away on the Strofoam-like disks after school,
splitting them like packing peanuts that dissolved like sugar on our tongues.

.... when some kid runs up double-fisting plastic sleeves of ppeongtwigi and I'll

5 just lose it. Those ppeongtwigi were my childhood, a happier time when Mom was

there and we’d crunch away on ppeongtwigi after school, splitting them like

packing peanuts that dissolved like sugar on our tongues.
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We bought back hwe from the market and set our takeout containers down on
the white hotel bedspread. We ate slices of whitefish sashimi, Korean style, freshly

1 killed, still chewy, wrapped in red leaf lettuce and dipped in ssamjang and
gochujang with vinegar, washing it down with big bottle of Kloud and shots of
Chamisul.

We bought back hwe from the market and set our takeout containers down on
the white hotel bedspread. We ate whitefish hwe, Korean style, freshly killed, still
chewy, wrapped in red leaf lettuce and dipped in ssamjang and gochujang with
vinegar, washing hwe down with big bottle of Kloud and shots of Chamisul.
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Abstract

Translation of Culture-Specific Items in the Age of AL
Educational Implications from Crying in H-Mart -
Exploring Translation Strategies and Cohesion

Choi, Eun-Kyoung

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

The study aims to examine how machine/Al translation and human translation handle
textual cohesion and cultural context in translating culture-specific items (CSIs), using
Crying in H-Mart as a case study. It also explores learners' perceptions of cohesion
differences between English and Korean translations, considering their implications
for teaching cultural translation in the Al era. Based on these findings, the study
seeks to propose educational approaches that enhance learners' understanding of CSI
translation, bridging the gap between translation strategies and textual cohesion.
Culture-specific items are elements unique to a specific language or culture or those
embedded with cultural connotations, often posing challenges in translation. While
existing research has primarily focused on translation strategies at the lexical level,
translating CSIs often requires considerations beyond lexical approaches, especially
when CSls appear repeatedly or are context-dependent within a text. In this context,
this study examines how machine/Al translation processes CSIs at both the lexical
and textual levels. Additionally, it investigates how learners perceive and understand
CSIs not only in terms of translation strategies but also from the perspective of
surface cohesion through survey analysis. This study confirms the need for translation

approaches that extend beyond one-to-one lexical correspondence to consider textual
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cohesion. Finally, it offers insights into the educational implications of cultural

translation in the age of Al

Key Words: culture-specific items (CSIs), translation education, Al translation,

cohesion, translation strategies
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