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Though I parted from you resolv'd to obey you impossible
commands, yet know, oh charming Silvia! that after a
Thousand conflicts between Love and Honour ... No types of

blood forbid my Passion; and what's a Ceremony mpos'd on
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man by custome? what is it to my Divine Silvia, that the Priest
took my hand and gave it to your Sister? (11)

e 2500 A Fold AR ud o] B 1nls At AR

Avlote] wo] A Yol urh AR Bk

_/’: = 1;]_}\] Al]j]o].é ESR=S
She BAZ BT o] AAE 2y, FRo AAE ANAE S0 An)
ob7t Bekle] TojE ARBATHE AL & 5 ek e ke 9] Aulo}

Fe BE U= AME FEHE AREskaL Sl

of, o GAE (o], UT Has Bairiol) GAlel Ak
el el gaArka A oRE 2e T v
SAIUZR BIEAR aUeAE . e galo] uge e
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Oh why will you make me own (Oh too importunate
Philander!) with what regret I made you promise to preferr my
Honour before your Love. I confess with blushes ... that I was
not at all pleas'd with the Vows you made me, to endeavour to
obey me, and I then even wisht you wou'd obstinately have
deny'd obedience to my just commands; have pursu'd your

criminal flame. (12)
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o 42T Eoe

The Woman left upon the Table, in the Chamber, this Letter
of my Master's to her, and I bolted myself in, till I had
transcrib'd it. You'll see how tremblingly by the Lines. ... I
had but just finished taking a Copy of this, and laid the Letter
where I had it, and unbolted the Door. (197-98)
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When I had seal'd the inclos'd, my Page whom I had order'd
to come to me with an account of any business extraordinary,
is this Morning arriv'd with a Letter form Cesario, which I
have sent here inclos'd, that my Silvia may see how little I

regard the world or the mighty revolution in hand. (62)

2 HAE BWHFYUY (I have, to clear my innocence, sent the Letter I
received two hours after thy absence, 84)2}al A ™38l El¢le] HAAE %4
g}, o]d Wk o2 ERlY] HAE HAFe AL syt gl AAE FA
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The following history is given in a serious of letters written
principally in a double yet separate correspondence: between
two young ladies of virtue and honour, bearing an inviolable
friends for each other and writing upon the most interesting

subject: and between two gentlemen of free lives. (35)
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'tis now six a Clock in the Morning, Briljard will be with you
by Eight, and by Ten I may have your permission to see you
.. I will delay no longer, my Soul's impatient to see you ... I
languish for the appointed hour. (28)
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Philander having finisht the reading of this, remain'd a while

wholly without life or motion, when coming to himself the
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sigh'd and cryd, —Why— farewel trifling life — If of the two
extremes one must be chosen, rather than I'le abandon Silvia,
I'le stay and be deliver'd up a Victim to incensed France — ...
now 'twas, after an hundred turns and pawses intermixt which
sighs and raveings, that he resolv'd for both their safties to
retire, and having a while longer debated within himself how
and where ... he hates to Silvia, whom he found something
more cheerful than before, not dares aquaint her with the
commands he had to depart ... now believing it less pain to dy
than leave Silvia; resolves to disobey and dare the worst that
shall befall him. (129-30)

o

A E Y AR BHOW AgsiAY dukdQl Hrts ‘Hﬂb Bk
(chorus) 9] =24 73 Akt A7EA] AAtel] o) =
& AL FA7IEA ] W] Aol dFS MHEE BolErh

A= st 2 Aol A& W 7} glo] d8S o] gl
SEM QA ThA] & W BiS 8Fshs UAE Btk 1y SER| O
E=IE A3 B AA Bg oo Al IAE efvt gloke Arjotel Azt
o A1) Qb Sjs) ] Wueha A& Adue 25 Wy Ha
149 Foll SEP] QoA ¥ (Collen)o] =&t AAE k“_"/}. 1 A4
o= Awlol A % EH%E}—E AA = FEH o] 91 —Etﬂ, Abel glo] it
9] Z4AA SEH L =
U]—o],o]: ?ﬂ-x] ]jro 3 ]— ] 71| ']-Tjr

JN

o

Z

> r
o

1
juincs

l"

r1r
r_l.\.t
o N



2 M7 &4 odt ofZa} Hio| FolofHE R, 85

SERH| Q= eI whee]x] @Al sk U A| o] A
AatA o gt . ey O L dAH AewA
S R st B g slel el

S ol e A vAA Zeve s Lowdds L
A okstE Ll L A o ZEde HAE

Aol Hule Ao T8 Als How ®ylt

mlm

Tt r1r

This Letter Octavio woul'd not carry himself to her, who had
omitted no day .. but he found ... an Aire of coldness
altogether unusual with that passionate Lover, and infinitely
short in point of tenderness to those he had formerly see of
his, and from what he had heard him speak; so that he no
longer doubted ... an abatement of that heat ... He therefore
sent his Page with the Letter inclos'd in this from himself.
(140)
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Having writ this, he read it over; not to see whether it were
witty or Eloquent, or writ up to the fence of so good a Judge
as Philander, but to see whether he had cast it for his purpose
.. the first part without alteration, and he fancy'd he had said
enough in the latter ... he fancy'd himself a very Machiavel
already. (155)



20 M7 A4 ot olZaf wiof TelojEx], 87

TR WA BN yloluby] el Aujotet HHEAEE P4 AE
S ey, BAATE Folo) B8 ofy|u adE AlgEA Hu) g o
T vt gl B9 T AL Al E ok B AL A E) $19] Qg
A7 Wt & Avjote] HHE Eolie Fre qu]oﬂ tis) BEA=

4 7] ool A sAprE 7HSd g

Q1 AA A iAok vhETh F8 ARzdo] A oA WA
& WAFE BEAE HEve Zolth dA44 3
407 EAsks A+ slal 3 AR 58 5 A
250l M e o]2fgh shat= Fopdlet oA 5dshe 3hAket
TﬂrET:]r rJJr““Eh 1 AAA siabe spderE el v2E BE Wy R
o] Moz Zukek Fulo)A] e Erjo] 1o sh= stulake] A7hS
T AE AE F mhdlete] AlEe obA EubA] 9t (Pamela's
Tryals were not yet over, 92)2}= 23} & 3914 a7} 54eke] zhle}
7F AA 2 st vl aE B Al SRS Afg spdeprt o s gl
= 9%d =A= QZH Ao /\Hﬂ ] HERAE A Al Erth o3

. 22 o]
7

2 Ahez A48 - 0 xu Wl 402 ] B
= 248 g3

PAEES AE 27 Folw 29glo] Aule] 4ES £48 A2 f7
3ek6) Eate] 2olo] FelfeA T2tk o FRE 455 BA) 57
o 3917 sAe] RANEE A oldd WAL NAF v 4

6) o]# Hol dis T. C. D. o]H29} Wl D. Z1#(T. C. D. Eaves and Ben D. Kimpel)
2 T2 A2 A9 oA ¥ YdAHELES Al FEES FAGle] eiler, el
guict ghEA] G2 A ek weeh(91),

7) A F3h ’ﬁ“ﬂ% Z7HEL 3904 b9 Fddme H|A| 103004 A
187.1—40) 0|2+ B 29 Ao E35] F=gjAch HA] 118, 127, 158.1¢9]
Ae 3913 5}2}4 FAxrgoe] gk HAof| A Woly FAg dE EW, YHex
A MECAA B A 1278 9F0) o2 3913 e AHOE AL, B



88 olodT M27H

i
:Oé
ko
B
fi
N

i 482 % ook Tueh o] 24 s, AR F00 3

S A e TR Sl sk, T 254G S o

U 5 e YN0, B F 5L T Fo 94 F FHH0E $45l 4
A

=
FAI91S] Wt e e B2 e ARk Bk 45 9

A o 129]
o Wb 34 W EsE B B o WA gk BARe] A4
i RS & SUFUA 08 44T BAE %S A 483 327

siate] gl A 250 BEG AL P TR 2ast g,

V. AZ
WS TANAALE AR A RN ofe] FRF paEe] YA FF
Al olefe me Adl EA Qelth WEE ook g 4

T

HA O] B mulse] mbztow of AR, I A} g A
24E Mopdeh 2 2ol gt AL Ax2E AR T 22
712 o AR 534S Bdslel #4d 12y 22 (Virginia
Woolf) 7} B3, 222 Eab oA & £6}E Aol ohTh(65). vt

off Tt A< JJ&*Ur = }Tﬂ dEE e Avt
b A5 E3bolF 18417]

o
9] Ayfuto] BakA =9 Ao 9= ES AP =g
tH(Turner 30). ‘?ﬂ% TR west WYy} Bl A |l
#9144 2 3

n:%
rO
N
il

A F3bel A2 852 | 3903 shabe] AW, AAl $ A 2 rF ddel dis)
AFste FEoM 1= AA 7IM3(Thus he exults on her mentioning
London, 464)2= 3 &9 A9, 183l HA| vpiig] Ao “1E WX s &4
o aljrE= IAA] dEFAS Holztar AFEHA"(Mentioning that he had only
hinted at Mr Belford's lodgingss, 465)%2 AlZ3&l= F &2 ¥ Awo] 543}



2 M7 &4 ot ofZa} Hio| FolofHE x|, 89

A% Rolt AU JF2HAA TAREA,S] Y FLF GBE BB
A3 242 Boed qa A4, Fo) A4 2T 1
2497 002 Y Pk Pk ToRA, 7 1 %S Birhe

Aolth(46). weba] TAoAA ;= W), EX AYZE(Jonathan Swift),
dol- =5 AA gAESI ddgof oj=2g ‘3}715“44 2399+ 18A7] 7] &
e IR e R G B o i RS B A= e i e B AR B R i 4 D
27 27t & WheA] dojok shm(117), 7] <uf Ao FelefsiA|,
£ Ak



90 oldT M27H

ol

—

2
[=)

MO
ra

Backscheider, Paula R, and John J Richetti, eds. Popular Fiction by Woman,
1660—1730: An Anthology. Oxford: Clarendon, 1996.

Ballaster, Ros. Seductive Forms: Women's Amatory Fiction Form
1684—1740. Oxford: Clarendon, 1998.

Behn, Aphra. Love—Letters between a Nobleman and his Sister. Ed. Janet
Todd. London: Penguin, 1996.

_ . Oroonoko and Other Writings. Ed. Paul Salzman. Oxford: Oxford
UP, 1994.

Day, Robert Adams. Told in Letters: Epistolary Fiction Before Richardson.
Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1966.

Derrida, Jacques. The Post Card’ From Socrates to Freud and Beyond,
Trans. ALan Bass. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1987.

Doody, Margaret Ann. The True Story of the Novel New Brunswick:
Rutgers UP, 1996.

Duffy, Maureen. The Passionate Shepherdess: Aphra Behn, 1640—89.
London: Methuen, 1989.

Eaves, T C D, and Ben D Kimpel. Samuel Richardson:' A Biography.
Oxford: Clarendon, 1971.

Gardiner, Judith. “The First English Novel: Aphra Behn's Love—Letters,
The Canon, and Women's Tastes.” Tulsa Studies in Women's
Literature 8.2 (1989): 202—22.

Grundy, Isobel. “A novel in a serious of letters by a lady’: Richardson and
some Richardsonian novels.” Samuel Richardson: Tercentenary
Essays. Ed. Margaret Ann Doody and Peter Sabor. Cambridge:
Cambridge UP, 1989. 188—-202.

MacCarthy, Bridget. The Female Pen: Women Writers and Novelists,
1621—-1818. Cork: Cork UP, 1994.



2 M7 &4 o ofZa} Hlo| FolofHER|; 91

Pearson Jacqueline. “Gender and Narrative in Behn's Fiction.” Aphra Behn.
Ed. Janet Todd. New York: Macmillan, 1999. 111—42.

Perry, Ruth. Women, Letters, and the Novel. New York: AMS, 1980.
Reeve, Clara. The Progress of Romance. Colchester: W. Keymer, 1785.
Facsimile edition. New York: Facsimile Text Society, 1930.
Richardson, Samuel. Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded. Ed. Thomas Keymer and

Alice Wakely. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2001.

_ . Clarissa, or The History of a Young Lady. Ed. Angus Ross. London:
Penguin, 2004.

Spencer, Jane. The Kise of the Woman Novelist: From Aphra Behn to Jane
Austen. Oxford: Blackwell, 1986.

Tierney—Hynes, Rebecca. “Shaftesbury's Soliloquy: Authorship and the
Psychology of Romance.” Ejghteenth—Century Studies 38.4 (2005):
605—21.

Todd, Janet. The Sign of Angellica: Women, Writing, and Fiction
1660—1800. New York: Columbia UP, 1989.

Turner, Sheryl. Living by the Pen: Women Writers in the Eighteenth
Century. London: Routledge, 1994.

Warner, William. Licensing Entertainment: The Elevation of Novel Reading,
1684—1750. Berkeley: U of California P, 1998.

Watt, Ian. 7he Rise of the Novel Berkely: U of California P, 2001.

Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One's Own. San Diego: Harcourt, 1989.



92 HoledT M27H

Abstract

A Study on Early Modern Epistolary Novel:
Aphra Behn’s Love-Letters

Do, Haeja

This essay examines the pioneering epistolary novel techniques in Aphra
Behn's Love—Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister. This work has
been completely excluded from the mainstream discourse on the early
English novel. It has been regarded an imitation or a mere translation of
French immoral romance, Portuguese Letters. Yet, as my thesis will show,
Love—Letters is an original writing in that it records a unique development
of epistolary narrative technique and becomes a precursive realistic novel.

Unlike Portuguese Letters, Ben's novel narrates a story through
interchanges between characters. It allows characters to tell his or her
own story, making the narration more lively and authentic. This technique
anticipates the double correspondence method in Richardson's Clarissa. Part
[ of Love—Letters is the first original English novel written entirely in
epistolary form.

In the second part of Love—Letters, Behn shifts her narrative form from
a purely epistolary form to a combination of third person narrative and
letters. The third person narrator always appears after every one or two
letter(s), and tells readers as in an aside in drama the letter recipient's
reaction and emotion which cannot be fully told in letters. It is essential in
epistolary novel that main events are presented in letters, and Part I
follows the rule. The narration supplements the letters, not playing the

main role. This kind of combined narratives was unique in the history of
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English novel.

Love—Letters gives vivid expression to varying emotions and moods. It
has many episodes described in the lively and spontaneous manner. The
dramatic quality, the interplay of wits, the suggestion of background and
the urgency of the events narrated certainly anticipate the Richardsonian
novel. Behn's experiment with the novel in letters must have influenced

the later development of the English novel.

Key words: letter, epistolary novel, multilateral correspondence, third person
narrative, the rise of the novel
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