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Mrs. Marwood: By well my wrongs I'll do't—TI'll publish to
the world the injuries you have done me, both in my fame and
fortune. With both I trusted you, you bankrupt in honor, as

indigent of wealth!
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Fainall: Your fame I have preserved. Your fortune has been
bestowed as the prodigality of your love would have it, in
pleasure which we both have shared. Yet, had not you been
false, 1 had e'er this repaired it. 'Tis true. Had you permitted
Mirabell with Millamant to have stolen their marriage, my lady
had been incensed beyond all means of reconcilement:
Millamant had forfeited the moiety of her fortune, which then
would have decended to my wife; and wherefore did I marry,
but to make lawful prize of a rich widow's wealth, and

squander it on love and you? (2.1.218—229)
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Mirabell: Why do we daily commit disagreeable and
dangerous actions? To save that idol, reputation. If the
familiarities of our loves had produced that consequence, of
which you are apprehensive, where could you have fixed a
father's name with credit, but on a husband?.... (2.1.295-299)
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Lady Wishfort: 'Frippery? superannuated frippery!' I'll
frippery the villain; I'll reduce him to frippery and rags. A
tatterdemalion!—I hope to see him hung with tatters, like a
Long Lane pent—house, or a gibbet—thief. A slander—mouthed
railer: T warrant the spendthrift prodigal's in debt as much as
the million lottery, or the whole court upon a birthday. I'll spoil
his credit with his tailor. Yes, he shall have my niece with her
fortune, he shall. (3.1.136—142)
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Fainall: Very likely, sir. What's here? Damnation! (Reads) 'A
deed of conveyance of the whole estate real of Arabella
Languish, widow, in trust to Edward Mirabell.—Confusion!

Mirabell: Even so, sir;'tis the way of the world, sir—of the
widows of the world. I suppose this deed may bear and elder
date than what you have obtained from your lady.

Fainall: Perfidious fiend! then thus I'll be revenged.—
(5.1.590-7)
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Then I alone the conquest prize

When I insult a rival's eyes:

If there's delight in love, 'tis when [ see

That heart which others bleed for, bleed for me. (3.1.415—8)
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Millamant: Trifles,— as liberty to pay and receive visits to
and from whom I please; to write and receive letters, without
interrogatories or wry faces on your part. To wear what I
please; and choose conversation with regard only to my own
taste; to have no obligation upon me to converse with wits that
I don't like, because they are your acquaintance; or to be

intimate with fools, because they may be your relations. Come
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to dinner when I please, dine in my dressing—room when I'm
out of humor, without giving a reason. To have my closet
inviolate; to be sole empress of my tea—table, which you must
never presume to approach without first asking leave. And
lastly, wherever I am, you shall always knock at the door
before you come in. These articles subscribed, if I continue to
endure you a little longer, I may by degrees dwindle into a
wife. (4.1.232—44)
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I toast fellows, odious men! I hate your odious provisos.

Millamant: Oh, horrid provisos! filthy strong waters!
(4.1.308-309)
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Abstract

Hypocritical Society and Marriage in
The Way of the World

Oh, Sujin

The Restoration Comedy, or the Comedy of Manners depicts the
depravity and the pleasure—seeking spirit of life that characterized the
most dissolute portion of fashionable society. It reveals the deception,
hypocrisy, indifference and cruelty that abound in the intrigues of such a
world. This article focuses on the hypocritical society and marriage in
William Congreve's The Way of the World considered to be the finest
example of Restoration Comedy. Most of the characters in the play are
entangled in a variety of schemes related to their money and reputation.
The way of the World is a satire debunking the hypocrisy, intrigues, and
lust in the upper class. Congreve aimed at satirizing the hypocritical life of
the aristocratic class and disclosing fashionable follies with the use of
sparkling wit and ridiculous farce. Furthermore, the jealousy, inconstancy,
and cuckoldry which he represented on the stage are portrayed as the
offshoots of unhappy sex relationship(wrong marriage) and greed,
remaining subsidiary to the main theme of true love and marriage. In other
words, in the play, the central theme is the delicate handling of the love
game played by enlightened Mirabell and Millamant, and preserving the
typical comic ending toward ideal marriage. The famous proviso scene
shows Mirabell and Millamant trying to achieve a degree of understanding
and equality by stating what they really want from marriage. Even though

conjugal rights are ostensibly established by the marriage negotiation, the
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contract rather continues to reveal deep, gender—based inequalities. In
addition, it seems that the contract is not opposed to patriarchy and
constitutes modern patriarchy. Throughout the play, Congreve apparently
describes marriage as an institution which restricts wives' freedom, causes
hypocrisy and discloses gloomy prospect of marriage through the final
vision of marriage that Mirabell dominates. Consequently, Congreve just
represents the very life of the upper class as it is and does not offer any

hope to reform the society and inequal marriage.

Key words: the Restoration, Restoration Comedy, Congreve, hypocrisy,
marriage
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