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Abstract

“We’re Going to Have to Do Something
about Your Tongue™:
Problems of the Tongue/Voice in Borderlands/

La Frontera, The Woman Warrior, and Foe

Kim, Kyoungsook (Anyang University)

This essay explores multivdent meanings of the subdtern’s tonguesivoices
represented in Anzaldid s Borderlands/La Frontera, Kingston's The Woman Warrior,
and Coetzee's Foe. Since the wild tongue (to use Anzad(d's symboal) is regarded as
an indicaion for the racid other dong with skin and hair color, the tongue's
sgnificances need to be interpreted in the discourses of race, ethnicity, and power.

Anzaddia argues that to resst taming her wild tongue should be seen as a
sdf-assartion of her identity as a chicana In The Woman Warrior, cutting the frenum
of the tongue reflects immigrants desire to assmilate themsdves into the maingtream
American identity. However, by incorporating her own voice with many others, the
genre of The Woman Warrior — a memoir/autobiography — does reverberate
Kingston's dedre to trandae differences befween cultures and generations. For
Kingston, the tongue means a means not only of articulating her ethnic voice, but
ds of trandaing and thus embracing culturd and generationd differences. Ladtly,
Coetzee's Friday, the tongueless figure, fully embodies the idand itsdf that Susan
and Fogs naraives could not represent through language, and suggests the
possibility that sSlence can be as Sgnificant as speech.
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