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moaning in her

green delivery

please come back and claim

his love child

Give a legal name to beg from

for the first

time of its life. (CCP "Request” 83)
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When I think about myself,

I almost laugh myself to death,

My life has been one great big joke,
A dance that’s walked,

A song that’s spoke,

I laugh so hard I almost choke,
When I think about myself.
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Sixty vears in these folks world,

The child T works for calls me girl,

I say “Yes ma" am’ for working's sake.
Too proud to bend,

Too poor to break,

I laugh until my stomach ache,

When I think about myself.

My folks can make me split my side,

I laughed so hard I nearly died,

The tales they tell sound just like lying,

They grow the fruit,

But eat the rind,

I laugh until I start to crying,

When I think about my folks. (‘When I think of myself 29)
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Over the white seas

rime white and cold
brigands ungentled

icicle bold

took her young daughters
sold her strong sons
churched her with Jesus
bled her with guns.

Thus she has lain.

Now she is rising

remember her pain

remember the losses

her screams loud and vain
remember her riches

her history slain

now she is striding

although she had lain. ("Africa” 84)
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You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, Il rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
‘Cause I walk like I've got oil wells

Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,
Just like hopes springing high,
Still T rise.

Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries?
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Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don't you take it awful hard
‘Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines

Diggin' in my own backyard.

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,

You may Kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I'1l rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?

Does it come as a surprise

That I dance like I've got diamonds
At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history's shame

I rise

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain

I rise

I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling [ bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear

[ rise

Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear

I rise

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.
I rise

[ rise

I rise. ('Still I Will Rise” 163)
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You, the Turk, the Arab, the Swede,

The German, the Eskimo, the Scot,

The Italian, the Hungarian, the Pole,

You the Ashanti, the Yoruba, the Kru. bought,
Sold, stolen, arriving on a nightmare,

Praying for a dream.

Here, root yourselves beside me.

I am that Tree planted by the River,

Which will not be moved.

I, the Rock, I, the River I, the Tree,

I am yours—your passages have been paid.
Lift up your faces, you have a piercing need
For this bright morning dawning for you.
History, despite its wrenching pain,

Cannot be unlived, but if faced

With courage, need not be lived again.

Lift up your eyes
Upon this day breaking for you.
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Give birth again
To the dream.

Women, children, men,

Take it into the palms of your hands,
Mold it into the shape of your most
Private need. Sculpt it into

The image of your most public self.
Lift up your hearts.

Each new hour holds new chances
For a new beginning.

Do not be wedded forever

To fear, yoked eternally

To brutishness.

The horizon leans forward,

Offering you space

To place new steps of change.

Here, on the pulse of this fine day,

You may have the courage

To look up and out and upon me,

The Rock, the River, the Tree, your country.
No less to Midas than the mendicant.

No less to you now than the mastodon then.

Here, on the pulse of this new day,

You may have the grace to look up and out
And into your sister’s eyes,

And into your brother’s face,

Your country,

And say simply

Very simply
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With hope—
Good morning. (‘On the Pulse of Morning,” 272-3)
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Abstract

Maya Angelou: The Miracle of Opening

Myong Ok Kim

This article is to elaborate a modern black woman writer, Maya Angelou,
especially her miraculous life as a black writer. She was born in the divorced
family and raped at 8 by her mother’s friend and at 16 she gave birth to a
bastard but now she is teaching in the Wake Forest University and has
become a famous speaker as well as a well known writer. I have surveyed
what could transform herself from an unhappy black girl to an influential
popular writer as well as speaker .

First, she could overcome her environmental barriers with writing
biographies and poems. Writing her life stories in poems and autobiographies
she always tried to disclose her dark, shameful experiences to the public and
with such continuous opening she has succeeded in freeing herself from her
past. And her inborn humorous temper and familial love unique as a black
people and most of all, her Christian belief helped her break the negative
barriers such as inferiority complex and prejudices caused by the color
difference as well as the gender discrimination. Especially her faith in Christ
brought her and her people good merits such as endurance and serving mind,
which resulted in embracing the white neighbors with Christ's love. All those
have contributed to giving her a positive thinking and to opening herself to

the publics with warm heartedness to be Maya Angelou of today.

key words : Maya Angelou, electricity, womanist, familial love, the history of

servers,
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