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And did those feet
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God

On England’s pleasant pastures seen?

And did the Countenance Divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here,
Among those dark Satanic Mills?

Bring me my Bow of burning gold,
Bring me my Arrows of desire,
Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold!

Bring me my Chariot of fire!

I will not cease from my Mental Fight,
Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand,

Till we have built Jerusalem

in England’s green & pleasant Land. (William Blake: 1757-

1827)



166 0|7 Hod

it

|

A0
rar

AEA g Tty - dud B2k AL Agr 7199, 1991,

Alexander, Michael. Old English Literature. London: The Macmillan
Press, 1993.

Crossley-Holland, Kevin. The Anglo-Saxon World. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1984.

Doyle, Brian. English and Englishness. London: Routledge, 1985.

Edwards, David L. Christian England. London: Collins, 1983.

Green, I. M. The Re-establishment of the Church of England.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977.

Mill, John Stuart. ‘On the Definition of Political Economy’, Essays
on Some unsettled Questions of Political Economy. London:
1844

Prescott, W.W. The Spade and the Bible. London: fleming H. Revell
Company, 1940.

Russell, Bertland. A History of Western Philosophy. New York: A
Touchstone Book, 1972.

Skilbeck, M. Culture, Ideology and Knowledge. Milton Keynes: Open
University Press, 1976.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, fifteenth edition. vol. 29.
Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 1993.



A2 FHY: 44D 234

Abstract

A Historical Survey on British Identity

Dongill Lee

This paper deals with British identity by focusing on the
characteristics shown in the fields of religion, parliament, literacy, and
thoughts.

The various Christian denominations in the United Kingdom have
emerged from the schisms that divided the church. The greatest of these
occurred in England in the 16th century, when Henry VIII rejected the
absolute supremacy of the pope. This break with Rome facilitated the
adoption of some Protestant tenets and became the foundation of the
Church of England. In the 17th century further schisms divided the
Church of England: these were associated with the rise of the Puritan
movement, which, with its desire for simpler forms of worship and
government, led to a proliferation of nonconformist churches, such as
those of the Baptist and the Congregationalists. The great Evangelical
revivals of the 18th century, associated with John Wesley and others,
led to the foundation of Methodist churches. Seeing the growth of
various denominations we can say that the freedom of religion has been
given to the people of United Kingdom and Christianity has greatly
contributed to the building up the consciousness of British people. The
acceptance of diverse denominations has become a major characteristic of
British identity and closely associated with political mind of British
people.

The origin of parliament system goes back to the 13th century.

Edwards 1 fostered the concept of community of the realm and the
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practice of calling representative knights of the shire and burgesses from
the towns to Parliament. Many used to refer to the 1295 assembly as
the model parliament because it contained all the elements later
associated with the word parliament. The development of Parliament
suggests that the British has reached reconciliation by means of active
debate and discussions. There lies reasonable and rational way of
thinking beneath the activity of debate and discussion.

British mind based on reason, experience, and scientific method has
been greatly influenced by Empiricism. John Lock's Essay Concerning
Human Understanding(1690)° was devoted to account for the genetic
origins of the reason that had proved so successful. The school of so
called British Empiricism (John Locke, George Berkeley, and David
Hume) dominated the perspective of Enlightenment philosophy. The
school of Empiricism emphasized experience rather than innate
necessary principles, and spread to other areas including literature
beyond philosophy, hence it took a major role for building up modern
British mind.

The following characteristics can be regarded as a part of British
identity: tolerance towards various thoughts, compromise through
exchanging of opinions, and way of thinking based on reason and

practical evidence.

Key Words : British Religion, British Thoughts, British Literacy,
British Politics, British Identity
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