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My world is full of many lofty hills,

And down their side the sparkling streamlet trills:
The many-colored birds fly swiftly by,

The soft-toned feathered warblers of the sky,
While in the winding, rippling mountain stream
The dancing, curving fish of silver gleam.

In Summer I go toward the greenwood tree

And lie, and sing, and play, and watch the bee.
In Autumn [ go out and watch the moon

And listen to the tree tops’ sleepy croon.

In Winter I look out upon the snow

And wonder where those brilliant flakes will go.
In Spring I watch to see the flowers rare

Come up to scent the warm, entrancing air.

For trees, and flowers, and clouds and birds of May

Are now my friends and shall be, I do pray.

2) ZEEZY gHg Az ABdeE 1920Wele FTEQkA] WS, (Trasslations of
Oriental Poetrp)?| B WY AlFe)], 16930dNs  FE2gdRBg=2x Algd,
(Anthology of Chinese, Japanese and Forean Poetry)o|Et= WY Alge] Zhzb
T&e ZHEA-E SN E3td e R g gld, ZFEEE 16254 124
Fé= &4 E3gly o W8] dheig olgd ol2gid dAaddd ete &
£ o2 HdEsle dowM 1930dd] E30E TESYESE A AlE R, oA
A deda ged, gy dsd o= Sak 48 BWalter K, Lews "5
Al M9y o] g AY 294 9t 2AH%0E FAE 3L 7 Eon B
A}, §E= sz e £ E(Widener) EH B SRR 22 o) gl= o

4 A ES dhsged rIEAR © HEANE ZIEA-ES £TALE B9

Atte Zeld), AEEE 1em0vd] 23 19304 &) o] WY AJEE ZAE

- E¥RA 2t wygsitrl 2 degh 4 goh B o] F ARS

12 A52 gtz 29% A QY 80, Walter K, Lew, "Before The Grass

Rooft Younghill Kang's University Days,” Korean Culture 19: 1(Spring 1998):
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( The Grass Koof 14)
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To-night why does my heart

Feel loneliness?

Starless the sky when I look up,

Flowerless the wilderness [ wander.

You do not frighten me, O darkness.

I would not fear death's darkness.

I am weary of this world, its men and women!

O gods, if there be any gods,

Forever wrap the muse's wings around me.

Oh, lift me to her Never-Lonely kingdom!
( The Grass Koof 295)
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g deld Age AT oleEE AR etk 9 Y

o AujE w1 e AF oF AHEY 5rHE 29Ul &
il 2E Sdle 2o 23 5Pl stedls
sli} ghold o gl3, %ol # ¢ Fo] ol + gtk o]
AEL H=Hs FY T dialdl AAd g AdW
(Algernon Charles Swinburne) &9 #ulFoy ~dH @ T2
(Stephane Mallarme)2 H| %3 T2~ A7|E23el g Fo]
e ZA T o] #Fe] #Ate el ik o && de A &
Aoyt AiH oz} sjz2o Heldd AA Ao A= do
2E AJFS FHdskA devn Letn gAw 2o w9y
gz wrolgolr] otk ZuE 1 thg folA Ui o] Al
AR5 FRE dstd §5& =G wela 7] mEo]

m& 2 4ot
e

-

AE A7) Hsid=s 1 vpAY 4 52 73 1,‘:_04
il Fxle= v E n]=2A Azl "dus L=
]}‘1 g 7t e Zevh Jd e = a9 97rs

1M o f
mm}mﬁ'
Z



& AnEL A

o

e dee] AlAlERE YEFE =74 g Hdels
g o AAelt), o] FEH FRlsld FEEL U=

] &9 @42 FH S =4 uot 2
Juh wk#ol= 2ol ol vi=

I, A vellA geles fES stoj ] o] f3do] olygl
U (The Grass Roof 295)1 &ho},

S

o]

Ten thousand stars twinkle in heaven.
Uncounted frogs cry in a ruined village,
And all around the twilight echoes.
The song of frogs on this abandoned site
Is like a hoarse cry out of aching throats.
It sounds like wandering ghosts!
Oh, how the color of night trembles!

(The Grass Roof 301)
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FE Aok 7P S EEE0] dojd 19199 394 Avrt 22REH
10 H 1929 2EF “A Few Lines from My Diary #}=
2Ago] Hig ZAolth AE&EE o] AEE vadlA FHee g
o e wARl fElEATgAYE ﬂ(@%?ﬂﬁmé‘c%@@) e &
Fa AL Eg) oA Tdste F AR g gy
Be]9(KHorean Student Bulletin)ol] 75 W¥sldc}h A= U=
o] ZAELZ A7l Aol FHE =& JEE & Aolg. FEEFR
o=l A7tz A 7]U]E%"?—%°ﬂ Hrtslgivirl 4B Fde A
Aol T2 AEAMd FEd AEE o] AEY LA fer o
2AE7 #Estel 2e v v 1919‘;:1 349 29 Mg F=2 A
&M FAR A 2 Ex55 APog oy HEekel hdelA Bl
7] Yeted 2E sl = AR o] & A fAdtA
Few Lines from My Diary’ 4).

The winds and clouds of the great War are gone, ——-
The dawning light of peace lightens the world.
Freedom, Equality, Love emerge.
Man unfettered, shall, arising cry Hurrah! Hurrah!
For satisfaction, contentment, he never ceasing strives.
Korea's Hope makes to quiver the undulating air.
The temple of old Faiths and false principles
shall fall from its foundations.
Then shall the Temple of Faith and Truth as a lantern
shed its light-fed oil of sacrifices.
Unceasingly the mind of man seeks its goal.
Now does Korea's soul struggle for the Light.
In the fields stand the undecided sheep:
How shall they find the fold without a shepherd?
How great are their numbers! How few their shepherds!
Who shall yoke vou with your Master's food?
Who shall give you satisfaction?
Who shall give you Light?
(“A Few Lines from My Diary” 4)
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Chrysanthemum grows by the window

Where the new wine waits to brew.

The flower opens

As the wine ripens:

Friends flock:

A full moon shine too.

O Garcon! Tink-tink-a-tink the Kumoonko:

Merrily, merrily sing the night hours through!3)
(7The Grass Koof 18)

10

2] “Chrysanthemum grows” gh= TA-2 olF = w3
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“The flower opens”&i sl 71 W @43 os #r|sic
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HE 7 W= A AgEgs 27 22 ”';‘])"4 HE 7t
gz W 2 Abgslr] wEole), ofMEd WAL dFA 49 O
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Chrysanthemum grows by the window,

By it set wine to become old.

The flower opens, the wine ripens,

Friends come, and a mecon also.

Strum the Kumoonko, boy,

We will waste away the night till dawn.
(Pyun 47)

Fe&Z2 =249 A 74 “Chrysanthemum grows' & ZE F9
Ak Yz B 2 FY d4Ee MRS DA A dE
E9o] “Friends flock”™S “Friends come” 22, “A full moon
shine too”Z “and a moon also”& B}l =gt} =33t 5739
MERGE Es £4e Afge] &= Hu}d =& ‘O Garcon!
Tink—tink—a—tink the Kumoonke & “Strum the Kumoonko,
boy 82 TA 44 HFo] uwE ez =89t ‘garcon’o]}
T EREUE ‘boyoltke  ¥%ol, “Tink-tink-a-tink the
Kumoonko "8+ EHKW. U= “Strum the Kumoonko”#h= HHO]
o] AF FH7]d 24 9 #F ALHE2 FUT U7 gloh F
ze] TR T “Merrily, merrily sing the night hours through!”
BoE=E “We will waste away the night till dawn"=2 %4 98
CHANES 24 HelE)d FAdskE sl

Tree you are not,

Grass you are not,

Nothing is more straight than you.
Inside why are you so clean?
Bamboo, for this besides I love you,

All four seasons you are green!
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(Kang, The Grass Roof 49)
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Night on the Autumn river,
Waves on the water sleeping:
The line is cast,

The fish do not bite.
Unfeeling moonlight only
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In an empty home-turning boat.?)

(“Korean Poems” 3)
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Peach blossoms were raining down spendthrift,
When after weeping embraces my lover departed.
Now in the Autumn wind the leaves drift,

And [ wonder if he too is thinking

Thousands of /is away of the same lonesome dream
Which alone lingers, thither and yon.5)

(“Korean Poems” 3)
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0O my lover gone away
as vou loved me so I loved vou!

A robber has taken

all color away

green from the mountain
red from the valley

has plundered trees
has heaped dead leaves
across the way
even the way 13 gone.
(Kang and Keely, Mediiations of the Lover 17)
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Abstract

Younghill Kang as a Poet

Wock Deng Kim

This article aims at examining some poems written by
Younghill Kang(1903-1972) who has often been hailed not
only as the first Korean American writer, but also as one of
the first Asian American writers. Although he wanted to be
recoghized as a poet rather than a novelist, his poems fell
short of expectations. Imitative of such an English Romantic
poet as William Wordsworth, they are often immature and
ill-conceived. The same can be said of his translations of
Korean poems. Aided by his wife Frances Keely who
published poems in the United States, Kang translated some
traditional and modern Korean poems. His command of
English, however, is not refreshing. In rendering some
Korean poems into English, he fails to grasp the original
savor and spirits. In particular, co—translation by Kang and
his wife of Yong—Woon Han's Meditations of the Lover are
notorious for mistranslation and near—mistranslation. In sum,

Younghill Kang was a novelist, but hardly a poet.

kevy words @ Younghill Kang, Korean American literature,

minority literature, translation studies



