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Jacab’s room had a round table and two low chairs, There were
vellow flags in a jar on the mantle pieces; a photograph of his mother;
cards from societies with little raised crescents, and initials; notes and
pipes; on the table lay paper ruled with a red margin — an essay, no
doubt — “Does History eonsist of the Biographies of Great Man?”
There were books enough ... Lives of the Duke of Wellington, for
exarmple; Spinoza; the works of Dickens: the Fairery Queen; a Greek
dictionary with the petals of popoies pressed to silk between the
pages; all the Blizabethans, . . Then there were photographs from the
Greeks, and a mezzotint from Sir Joshua — all very English, The
Works of Jane Austen, too, in deference, perhaps, to some one else’s
standard, Carlyle was a prize.  There were books wpon the Italian
painters of the Renaissance, a Manual of the Dieases of the Horse, and
all the usual text-hooks.( /R 33-9).
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Abstract

Jacob's Room . The Portrait of a high class

intellectual as a young man

Chae-nam Kim

Throughout her career, Virginia was recognized as a modern
novelist of the private sphere or as a precursor of feminism.
The existing objection that her work lacks social vision and
concern often accompanied charges of false lyricism or
snobbish aesthetism. But these biased misreadings come in
part from an emphasis on her relationship with the
intellectual aristocracy of the Bloomsbury and her own
famous attacks on Bennett's Victorian Materialism. Yet her
vigorous social activities, as well as the radicalism of
Bloomsbury group influenced her social wvision to form the
world of her fiction as the texture of psvchological and
social life.

In Jacob's Room, Woolf shows the influence of dominant
ideology in constructing human subjectivity, revealing the
process of Jacob's characterization. The whole Victorian
educational system, represented in Cambridge University,
embodies the Western logocentrism contributing to the
expansion of military and commercial Empire.

Although Jacob tries to reconcile in him the discrepancy
between his intellectual beliefs and the real life, he comes to
be imbued with the patriarchal discourse, and te be left
eventually as a victim of the First World War., His

preoccupation with the spirit of the ancient Greece and



pursuit of unity describing him as constructed by dominant
ideology and thus as a figure in an institutional sacrifice,
Woolf completes her criticism against the founding culture of

imperial Britain.

kevy words @ Logocentrism, dominant idology, imperialism,

Militerism, Greek Spirit



