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Thus she tested his temper and tried many a time,
Whatever her true intent, to entice him to sin,

But so fair was his defense that no fault appeared,
Nor evil on either hand, but only bliss

they knew. (1549-53)
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In his richest raiment he robed himself then:

His crested coat—armor, close-stitched with craft,
With stones of strange virtue on silk velvet set:

All bound with embroidery on borders and seams
And lined warmly and well with furs of the best.
Yet he left not his love—gift, the lady's girdle:
Gawain, for his own good, forgot not that: (2025-31)
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Abstract

Knighthood as reflected in Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight

Dongchoon Lee

By constructing Gawain as the fictional representative of the
aristocratic class in the fourteenth century, the Gawain—poet
dramatizes the limitations and contradictions of chivalric
values and wvision, which the audience realized in the real
world. Gawain falls in his own estimation from the remote,
fictional world of Arthur to the real world which includes
knights who are not only fallible, but disloval, avaricious and
evil. Though the poet presents the cluster of chivalric traits
signified in Gawain's pentangle as an ideal example for
knighthood, on the other hand, he realizes that these wvalues
are too perfect for a human being to live up to in all
respects. Moreover, the poet portravs Gawain as a product
of the military and religious chivalry that cannot be easily
compromised. This is hinted at in the wvarious perspectives on
Gawain's failing which Gawain himself, Arthur's knights and
Bertilak show. Gawain blames himself for his failure with the
categorical, almost puritanical terms. Arthur's knights glorify
Gawain's survival as the success of military chivalry.
Bertilak, however, takes a middle position: finding Gawain
guilty but at the same time demonstrating the natural
weakness of human nature. The poet neither praises nor
discredits any judgement among them, leaving the final

judgement to the audience and asking them to perceive the



complexities and the tensions in chivalry. Thus, readers are
provoked into evaluating each view and thereby gaining a

broad understanding of chivalry in the fourteenth century.

key words : 14th century English literature, knighthood,
Arthurian tradition, Sir Gawain and the Green

Knight



