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CULTURAL GLOBALIZATION IN EAST ASIA:   

POP CULTURE, PROBLEMS, & PROSPECTS 
 

C o u r s e   I n f o r m a t i o n 

Professor 

 

 

C.N. Le, Ph.D. 

Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Office Hours 

Email 

 

Before and after class, and by appointment 

cnle@umass.edu 

 
 
 

S u m m a r y   D e s c r i p t i o n 

 

This course examines the history, content, and implications of  cultural globalization involving East 

Asian countries such as South Korea, China, and Japan, and also their connections to the rest of the 

world.  Using readings, class discussions, small group activities, films & videos, and student-designed 

projects, this course explores issues such as theories and basic concepts of globalization and specific 

topics and examples of cultural globalization, such as the historical influence of western hegemony, the 

legacy of colonialism and conceptions of race, ethnicity, & gender, transnational media, the role of 

modern information and communication technology, the significance of Hallyu, K-Pop, and 

anime/manga, China as an emerging power, and the effects of cultural globalization on international 

migration, public health, and social movements & activism. 

 

R e a d i n g s   a n d   G r a d i n g   C r i t e r i  a 

 

Grading Scale 

 Attendance & Participation 40 pts. (13.3%) 

 Three Take-Home Midterms (60 pts. each) 180 pts. (60.0%) 

 Research Project & Presentation 80 pts. (26.7%) 

Total: 300 pts. 

 

300 - 285 pts. (≥ 95.0%): A+ 254 - 240 (84.7% - 80.0%): B0 209 - 195 (69.7% - 65.0%): D+ 

284 - 270 (94.7% - 90.0%): A0 239 - 225 (79.7% - 75.0%): C+ 194 - 180 (64.7% - 60.0%): D0 

269 - 255 (89.7% - 85.0%): B+ 224 - 210 (74.7% - 70.0%): C0 < 179 (59.7%): F  

 

Optional Textbook 

 Eitzen, D. Stanley and Maxine Baca Zinn (Eds.).  2011.  Globalization: The Transformation of 

Social Worlds, 3rd Edition. Wadsworth Cenage Publishing. ISBN: 1111301581 or 9781111301583. 
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Attendance (25 points possible) 

Attendance and participation are important parts of your grade.  You will be allowed one unexcused 

absence during the course.  Excused absence are a death in the family, court appearances, travel or 

athletic competition under University auspices, officially recognized religious observances, and illness. In 

the case of illness, verification that the student either has been seen at University Health Services or has 

consulted a private physician on the day in question or on the previous day and a description of the 

illness are required.  Any other absence is considered unexcused.  After your one allowed absence, five 

points will be deducted for each unexcused absence. 

 

Classroom Engagement & Participation  (15 points possible) 

In this course, some of the best learning that you’ll get will not be from me -- rather, it will come from 

listening to and talking with your classmates.  To facilitate class engagement and discussions, you need to 

come to class on time, stay awake in class, pay attention to the material presented, keep up with the 

readings, and come to class prepared with comments and questions.  At the end of the course, students 

who have been consistently engaged and participated in class discussions will earn 15 points, those who 

were moderately engaged and occasionally participated will earn 5 points, and those who were rarely 

engaged/participated will not earn any points.   

 

Take-Home Midterm Exams  (180 points possible) 

The course is divided into three sections and there will be a midterm at the end of each section.  Each 

midterm exam will consist of four “long answer/short essay” questions (2½ - 4 bluebook pages each), of 

which you can choose which three to answer (however, one question will be designated as required).  

Each of the three questions will test you on your ability to comprehend the material and how well you 

express yourself.  Your answer for each question will be worth 20 points for a total of 60 points on each 

midterm.  I will pass out each midterm exam on the last day of the last topic of each section.  Your 

answers will be due at the start of the next class period on Monday.   

 

Research Project & Presentation (80 points possible) 

Finally, you will conduct a research project relating to cultural globalization where you collect and 

analyze your own data that can be statistical or ethnographic.  You will then write a six- to eight-page 

research paper in which you (a) discuss and analyze your research data; (b) incorporate at least one 

reading from the textbook and at least one outside source (articles from the Internet, magazines, 

newspapers, academic journals, or books) that relates to your project; and (c) relate the project to your 

own personal experiences and views.   You can either work independently or with up to three other 

students on a group project.   

 

In addition to your paper, you will do a 10-12 minute presentation to the class on your project.  Your 

grade for this entire assignment (80 points) will divided into 55 points possible for the written paper and 

25 points possible for the public presentation.  More details on this the research project will follow.  
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Finally, you should assume that there will not be opportunities for extra credit in this course. 

 

P o l i c i e s  &  E x p e c t a t i o n s 

 

Classroom Policies 

I expect you to come to class on time, to turn off your cell phone or put them into silent mode, to stay 

awake and be attentive, to keep up with the readings, and to come prepared for class discussion.  I do 

not give out copies of my lecture notes to anybody for any reason. 

 

What You Can Expect From Me 

Many professors claim to practice total objectivity in their research and teaching.  Other professors think 

that it is virtually impossible to keep one’s personal beliefs completely separate from one’s research or 

teaching.  I agree with the latter group.  I feel that you as the student deserve to know what kinds of 

personal beliefs I may have.  Specifically, my political and social views tend to be liberal in nature. 

 

However, I will present the course material as straightforwardly as possible.  The goal of the course is 

not for me to convince you that my beliefs are ‘correct’ or for me to get you to agree with everything I 

say.  Rather, my job is to introduce you to tools and resources that you can use to make sense of the 

course material and to encourage you to use it to critically examine our society, the important social 

issues of today, and your personal experiences. 

 

About the Issues and Course Material 

In this course, we will explore sensitive and controversial topics.  At times, these materials, issues, and 

our discussions may make you uncomfortable.  However, it is important that you allow the material to 

challenge you.  This is the first step in venturing beyond the safe, comfortable, and isolated -- toward 

new understandings and new knowledge.  Students are also expected to show respect to all opinions and 

viewpoints, without exception.  Inappropriate or derogatory language or behavior will not be tolerated.  

We all share in the responsibility of creating an environment where critical but constructive discussion 

and analysis of these issues can take place in a comfortable and civilized manner.   

 
 

T e n t a t i v e   C o u r s e   S c h e d u l e 

 

Topic  Meeting Days Readings 

Introduction to the Course 

 

July 14  

1.  Basic Concepts and History of Globalization 

 

July 18 Articles 1, 2, 3 

 

2.  Cultural History of East Asia 

 

July 19 Articles 22, 23 
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3.  Theories of Cultural Globalization 

 

July 20 Articles 4, 12, 19 

4.  Western Hegemony & Colonialism 

 

July 21 Articles 11, 13, 15 

 

Take-Home Midterm Exam #1  

 

Topic Meeting Days Readings 

5.  Race, Ethnicity, & Gender 

 

July 25 Articles 16, 24, 25, 26 

6.  International Migration 

 

July 26 Articles 5,  6, 7, 18 

7.  Environmental Sustainability and Public Health  

 

July 28 Articles 9, 28, 31, 36 

8.  Technology, Media, and Popular Culture 

 

July 29 Articles 20, 29, 39 

 

Take-Home Midterm Exam #2  
 

Topic Meeting Days Readings 

9.  Japan:  Anime/Manga and Car Culture 

 

Aug. 1 Articles 20, 32 

 

10.  South Korea: Hallyu and K-Pop 

 

Aug. 2 Article 21 

11.  China: Emerging Power 

 

Aug. 3 Articles 17, 29, 35 

12.  Cultural Globalization and Activism 

 

Aug. 4 Articles 33, 34, 38, 40 

 

 

Take-Home Midterm Exam #3  

 

 

Final Project Presentations 

 

Aug. 8 & 9  

 


