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Course Description 

This course aims to offer students a preliminary introduction toP.R. China’s diplomacy and 

foreign policy. In specific, this course covers China's foreign policy(FP) system, its origin and 

historical background, practice, lessens, and to a less extent,China’sforeign policy 

decision-making. The main focusis on China’s FP transformation in the post-Mao era, in particular, 

how China’s views on itsnational interests have changed and how the change has impacts on its 

relations with outside world—Asian countries as well as countries in other part of the world. 

With the course processing, students are expected to get acknowledge on: 

a) Key theories on diplomacy and foreign policy 

b) Chinese practices in bilateral relations and regional/global institutions 

c) Decision-making of China’s foreign policy  

d) Diplomacy in key issues of global governance  

 

Course Materials 

Textbooks: 

John W. Garver, Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of China (Englewood Cliffs, 

Prentice-Hall, 1993) 

Recommended readings 

1) David M. Lampton, ed., The Making of Chinese Foreign and Security Policy in the Era 

of Reform, 1978-2000 (Stanford California: Stanford University Press, 2001) 

2) Thomas W. Robinson & David L. Shambaugh, ed., Chinese Foreign Policy: Theory and 

Practice, 2nd edition (Oxford: Clarendon Press,1997) 

Recommended Journals 

China: China Quarterly, China Security 

East Asian studies: Asian Survey, Journal of Asian Studies  

IR journals: Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, National Interest, International Organization 

International Security, International Studies Quarterly, World Politics. Far Eastern Economic 

Review 

 

Requirements 

The course will be composed with lectures, class discussions, and final essay writing. 

1) Participation: Attendance is mandatory. Participation in class discussions is an essential 

part of the class.  

2) Discussion: Students are encouraged tojoinclass discussions each week.Discussion. 

Discussion is expected to be a central feature in the classroom. 

3) Final Essay:Students will be required to write one analytical essayon any aspect 

regardingChinese diplomacy and foreign policy—such as decision-making, 

security/defense strategy, relations with specific nations, etc. Essay length is10 pages 

(double-space) minimum, including end notes.  



 

Course assessment 

1) Final grades will be based on the following requirements and assignments:  

Attendance 10%  

Discussion 30%  

Research essay60% 

2) The research essay should be empirical and analytical, not narrative. Essayshould 

consistof 5 parts. 

A,INTRODUCTION: What is your question? Why answering the question important? 

What is your hypothesis?  

B,LITERATURE REVIEW:Review the literature related to your question, and in what 

ways the literature justify your research question.  

C, EXPLANATION:Elaboratethe relationship between dependent and independent 

variables of your hypothesis through applying the key variables and concepts.  

D, CONCLUTION:Summarizes your findings and your main arguments. 

 

Schedule 

Day01: China’s Diplomacy and Foreign Policy: An introduction 

 

Day 02: Decision-making in China’s Foreign Policy  

  Allison’s three models 

 

Day 03:China’s “new diplomacy”: continuity and changes 

 

Day 04: China’s as a “middle country”: its engagement in Asia 

 

Day 05: China-U.S. Relations: strategic dimension 

 

Day 06: North Korean nuclear issue and China’s role in Northeast Asia 

 

Day 07: China and India: foes or friends 

 

Day 08: China’smultilateralism? 

 

Day 09: South China Sea and China’s “Assertiveness” 

 

Day 10: Some findings and prospects of China’s diplomacy 


